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Week Ending Friday, December 22, 2000

Statement on the Fiscal Year 2000
Budget Agreement
December 15, 2000

I am pleased that Congress and I have
reached agreement on a budget for the com-
ing year. It is a budget that is fiscally respon-
sible, pays down the debt, and makes vital
investments in our Nation’s future. In edu-
cation, health care, and community renewal,
this budget provides more opportunity for
more Americans than ever before.

First and foremost, this budget tops 8
years of commitment to education with dra-
matic new investment in our Nation’s
schools. This includes an historic $1.2 billion
initiative to help renovate classrooms in thou-
sands of school districts across the country.
It includes the largest increases ever in fund-
ing for the Head Start program. It nearly
doubles funding for after school programs—
the largest increase ever. It increases by 25
percent funding to meet our goal of hiring
100,000 new, highly qualified teachers to re-
duce class size in the early grades. It dramati-
cally expands our GEAR UP and TRIO pro-
grams to prepare young people for college.
It increases the maximum Pell grant to an
all-time-high of $3,750—part of the biggest
expansion of college opportunity since the GI
bill. And it boosts accountability with more
funding for teacher training and for turning
around failing schools. With this budget, we
have now increased funding for the Depart-
ment of Education by 76 percent since
1993—and targeted that funding to programs
that work.

Second, in this budget, we’re also passing
our historic bipartisan new markets and com-
munity renewal initiative—the most signifi-
cant effort ever to help hard-pressed commu-
nities lift themselves up through private in-
vestment and entrepreneurship. With the
help of our new markets tax credit, 40
strengthened empowerment zones, and 40
renewal communities, this initiative will spur

billions of dollars in private investment and
ensure that every American will share in Na-
tion’s economic prosperity.

Third, this budget reaffirms our long-
standing commitment to expand access to
quality health care for all Americans. It in-
cludes a multibillion dollar effort to provide
low- income children, seniors, and people
with disabilities, and those leaving welfare for
work, with health care coverage. It expands
preventive benefits like cancer and glaucoma
screenings for Medicare beneficiaries. It en-
sures quality health care services for those
beneficiaries by investing approximately $30
billion in hospitals, home health agencies,
hospices, nursing homes, and managed care
plans. It will establish a new program to pro-
vide families caring for aging and ill relatives
with essential support services, such as adult
day care. It includes a new program to pro-
vide people with disabilities with community-
based health care services. It increases fund-
ing for AIDS prevention, research, and treat-
ment at home and abroad. It boosts support
for graduate medical education at children’s
hospitals and for food safety efforts. It in-
cludes new efforts to improve nursing home
quality and a downpayment to eliminate ra-
cial health disparities. And it includes a his-
toric $20.3 billion investment in biomedical
research, nearly doubling since 1993 our in-
vestment in the National Institutes of Health.

Finally, this budget will allow nearly
700,000 immigrants who have worked, lived,
and paid taxes in America for years to stay
in the United States legally without fear of
being separated from their families.

Every year since 1993, I have worked with
Congress to craft fiscally responsible budgets
that are true to our values and that invest
in the capacity of the American people to
seize the new opportunities of the 21st cen-
tury. This year’s budget does the same—by
continuing to pay down the debt and invest
in education, research, health care, and other
priorities. I am confident that this budget will
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help keep our progress strong and our pros-
perity going in the years ahead.

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

Statement on the Northern Ireland
Peace Process
December 15, 2000

I am delighted that loyalist paramilitary
groups in Northern Ireland have today com-
mitted themselves to an open-ended ces-
sation of hostilities and developed peaceful
mechanisms to address disputes that may
arise. This action responds to the over-
whelming desire of the people of Northern
Ireland to see their peace flourish and en-
dure, which I sensed during my visit this
week. I congratulate the loyalist political
leaders who I know worked so hard to bring
this about.

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
December 16, 2000

Good morning. This week, as I work to
conclude the last budget negotiations of my
Presidency, I’m reminded how far we’ve
come these past 8 years. We now live in a
time of unprecedented peace and prosperity.
But we didn’t get there by accident. We
made tough choices, based on core values
of opportunity for all, responsibility from all,
and a community of all Americans.

Today I want to talk about two elements
critical to our continued success: first, our
progress in moving people from welfare to
work; and second, our continuing commit-
ment to fiscal discipline and a budget that
puts our people first.

Vice President Gore and I took office in
1993 with a pledge to end welfare as we know
it. Thanks to comprehensive welfare reform,
a renewed sense of responsibility, and the
strongest economy in a generation, millions
of former welfare recipients now know the
dignity of work.

Today I am pleased to announce that over
the past 8 years we’ve cut welfare caseloads
by more than 8 million people. Last year
alone 1.2 million parents on welfare went to
work, determined to build better lives. Na-
tionwide over the last 8 years, welfare rolls
have dropped nearly 60 percent and now are
the lowest in more than 30 years.

We’ve been able to sustain this progress
year after year because Government, the pri-
vate sector, and welfare recipients them-
selves all have done their parts. Together, we
are finally breaking the cycle of dependence
that has long crippled the hopes of too many
families.

When we enacted landmark welfare re-
form in 1996, I insisted that Congress pro-
vide incentives to reward States for helping
people to find jobs and to keep jobs. Today
I’m pleased to announce that 28 States will
receive a total of $200 million in bonuses for
doing just that. These grants will enable
States to help even more parents go to work
and succeed on the job. I urge States to use
these resources to provide the necessary sup-
port—from child care to transportation to
training—that can make a critical difference
between welfare checks and paychecks.

We’ve also worked hard to help families
leaving welfare meet the challenge of afford-
able health care. In the bipartisan budget
package I will soon sign, we will extend Med-
icaid coverage so that thousands of parents
who leave welfare can keep the health cov-
erage protecting them and their children.
This budget also includes funding to help
cover more uninsured children, speed cov-
erage for patients with Lou Gehrig’s disease,
and increase payments to hospitals, teaching
facilities, home health agencies, and nursing
homes in order to ensure quality health care.

We have also secured an extra $817 million
to help working families afford child care,
to meet their responsibilities both at work
and at home. These and other child care re-
sources will serve over 2.2 million children
next year.

In this budget, we’re also passing our his-
toric new markets and community renewal
initiative, the most significant effort ever to
help hard-pressed communities lift them-
selves up through private investment and en-
trepreneurship. With the help of our new-
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markets tax credit, 40 strengthened em-
powerment zones and 40 renewal commu-
nities, this initiative will spur billions and bil-
lions of dollars in private investment to com-
munities that have not yet shared in our Na-
tion’s great economic revival.

From the streets of our central cities to
the hills of Appalachia to the rugged vistas
of our Native American reservations to the
Mississippi Delta, we are giving people the
tools of opportunity to make the most of their
potential.

Finally, this budget also includes vital in-
vestments in our children and their edu-
cation. With over $900 million dedicated for
the very first time to school renovation, thou-
sands of local school districts finally will be
able to give our children the classrooms they
deserve.

We’ve increased funding by 25 percent to
stay on track to hire 100,000 highly qualified
new teachers to reduce class size in the early
grades. We have nearly doubled funding for
after-school programs to help more than 1.3
million students, while increasing support for
teacher training and for turning around fail-
ing schools. And to open the doors of college
even wider so that more of our young people
can walk through them, we’ve increased the
maximum Pell grant to an all-time high of
$3,750. That’s up nearly $1,500 since 1993.

If we continue to invest in our people and
create opportunities for them, if we continue
to honor and reward work, our possibilities
are truly without limit. By reaching out and
working together, our best days still lie
ahead. This budget proves it. The work of
the American people prove it. The successful
desire of people to move from welfare to
work proves it.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 10:49 a.m.
on December 15 in the Oval Office at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on December
16. The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on December 15 but
was embargoed for release until the broadcast.

Remarks at a Memorial Service
for Charles F.C. Ruff
December 16, 2000

Sue, Christy, Carin, Maggie, other family
and friends. I was sitting in this service listen-
ing to Chuck’s family members, friends, part-
ner speak about him, and I was thinking he’d
be fairly embarrassed by all these attempts
to canonize him. So they put one client on
the program. [Laughter]

I have been on the receiving end of all
this wisdom you have been celebrating, and
he always told me what he thought, especially
when I did not want to hear it.

Chuck Ruff became the White House
Counsel at an unusual point in history, when
the White House was in the hands of the
Democratic Party and the Congress was in
the hands of a particular wing of the Repub-
lican Party, and a lot of the work of the White
House Counsel was generated by the at-
tempts of Congress to turn every political dif-
ference into a legal issue.

And Chuck had to be calm in the face of
all of it: Attempts to prove that our policy
on climate change, for example, was actually
a secret socialist plot to destroy the free en-
terprise system; serious questions from a per-
son who believed that a good form of crimi-
nal investigation was shooting bullets into a
watermelon in his backyard. And Chuck
never lost his cool, never lost his temper, and
never let me entirely lose my sense of humor
about what often was a patently absurd situa-
tion.

And then there were the serious issues be-
neath all the rancor and back-and-forth. And
every single day—every single day—I was so
profoundly grateful that my Counsel was so
strong and wise and good and that he be-
lieved so profoundly in our Constitution and
rule of law.

As others have said, he never sought the
spotlight, but when the moment came, he
certainly shined. Millions of Americans saw
him at work, mind and spirit. He cared about
justice. He taught it; he shared it; and he
lived it. His whole life was about doing good
and doing right.
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Others have commented on his propensity
for doing two things at once. I liked that.
He once said that he finally understood that
he had been picked as the White House
Counsel because he was the only person who
was not distracted by my doing crossword
puzzles when we reviewed our latest strategy
in dealing with the congressional requests.

He was famous in the West Wing for
watching football and listening to opera at
the same time. But really, that captures the
best of who he was, a competitor with pas-
sion, equal parts grace and guts, someone de-
termined to make the most of every moment.

For those of us who knew and loved him,
Chuck Ruff may have been in a wheelchair,
but he had more moves than Magic Johnson
or Michael Jordan, and when he heated up,
he could hit any ball further than Tiger
Woods, because he was so intensely com-
mitted to doing right and doing good.

I also would like to say a special word of
appreciation, in front of his family and
friends, for the fact that, in spite of all of
the high-profile things Chuck did as the
White House Counsel, one of the things that
I most appreciated was that he was always
there for the people in the White House, es-
pecially for the young people. He was always
there with a calming and reassuring word,
even in the craziest of times. He could always
help people stop and take a breath, listen
a little better, think a little harder, gather
up their energies, and go on. In a town so
often contentious, it was truly amazing to be
reminded that you can be civil and effective
at the same time.

I’d also like to thank him publicly for how
much he loved the District of Columbia and
how strongly he supported our administra-
tion’s efforts to be a good neighbor and a
good partner. Who can forget that he began
his closing statement last year in the well of
the Senate: ‘‘My name is Charles Ruff. I’m
from the District of Columbia. And we don’t
have a vote in the Congress of the United
States.’’

I wish in a way this platform today in this
house of God could be shared by every per-
son in the White House who loved him. And
I wish so much that every person out there
on the streets of Washington, DC, whom he
loved could know just a portion of what he

labored to do for them. The reason I was
proud to have him as my White House Coun-
sel is that he was not a power lawyer; he
was a powerful lawyer for people who had
no power.

No matter what he was asked to do, he
did it with grace and honor, as if that alone
was what God put him on Earth to do. And
for that I am profoundly grateful.

Chuck Ruff left us far too soon. But you
can hear in the words and see in the voice
of every person who has spoken today that
he is still here. I hope he thinks we did all
right by him today. I hope he is pleased by
this vast assemblage of people, because he
certainly always did more than all right by
all of us.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:25 a.m. at the
National Cathedral. In his remarks, he referred
to Mr. Ruff’s wife, Sue, his daughters, Christina
Ruff Wagner and Carin Ruff, and his mother,
Margaret Carlson.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to
Discussions With European Union
Leaders
December 18, 2000

Middle East Peace Process
Q. Mr. President, are you making any

progress on the Middle East, and do you
think you may try to make a trip in that direc-
tion before you leave office?

President Clinton. Well, let me say, first
of all, the parties are reengaging, and they’ve
asked us to be involved, and that’s good. But
we’re going to be on their timetable, so I
can’t say for sure. I’m willing, as always, to
do whatever I can, and I will do whatever
I can. But the timetable will be up to them.

President’s Future Plans
Q. Mr. President, millions of people at

home in France and in Europe are won-
dering: What is Bill Clinton going to do after
the 20th of January? So, outside the library
and the Democratic Party’s future, are you
set on to anything international?

President Clinton. Well, I hope that I will
be able to be involved in a lot of the things
that I have cared greatly about here. I’m very
interested in the economic empowerment of
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poor people around the world. I’m very inter-
ested in efforts that President Chirac and
President Prodi and we’re all making to-
gether to try to fight AIDS and deal with
public health problems around the world.

But I think it’s important that at least that,
for a time, that I do what I can to help Presi-
dent-elect Bush have a good transition and
that he have the chance to do his job in a
way that is uninterrupted by me or anyone
else, and I need to find an appropriate way
to continue my activities.

And of course, now I have a Senator to
support. I have to go out and make a living,
so I’ll do that, too.

European-U.S. Relations

[At this point, a question was asked, and
President Jacques Chirac of France answered
in French.]

President Clinton. Will you translate
what he said to the press? We’ve got some
Americans over there, though. Just roughly
summarize what he said.

Translator. I can’t because I didn’t take
any notes. I’m sorry.

President Clinton. Jacques can tell him
what he said. [Laughter]

Translator. Well, essentially, President
Chirac said that the relationship between—
first of all, he thanked President Clinton for
his role in helping at the construction of Eu-
rope, and secondly, he also mentioned that
the relationship between the Europeans—I
hope I understand you correctly, Mr.
Chirac—and the Americans would be, he
said, brotherly.

President Chirac. I think that there is too
much preoccupation at the moment. The re-
lations must change, of course, because the
world is changing. Europe is large, but we
are all convinced that there is no future if
there is not a strong, strong common action
between the U.S. and Europe. And NATO
is the natural place for this. I see only neces-
sity of adaptation, not necessity of change.

Q. President Chirac, like, I imagine, for
a lot of people, you will miss President Clin-
ton. I think you had friendly relations with
him. How do you see the relationship with
the new American President?

President Prodi. Concerning Europe,
European troubles?

President Chirac. I want to repeat that
I think that the action of President Clinton
has been extremely positive for Europe and
also for our transatlantic relations. And for
that, I want to express the credit to the es-
teem and the friendship of all Europeans for
President Clinton.

And so the path is now open, and I have
no doubt that there is a will, a determination
both in the United States and in Europe, to
continue to advance, hand in hand, in order
so progress can be made, both on a human
and on a political level in order to continue
to construct Europe. And I will say that I
hope that this will be done in a spirit of uni-
versal solidarity. And I have no doubt that
our relations with the new American Presi-
dent will also be excellent.

President Clinton. Let me say, I basically
agree with that. I would like to—we’ve gone
through a period here, an 8-year period in
the aftermath of the cold war in which we
dealt with three very large questions, and we
in the United States, one of them indirectly:
How do we feel about the European Union,
the deepening of the European Union, and
the expansion of the European Union?

From the time I started running for Presi-
dent, I strongly supported that. I think that’s
good. I want Europe to be more integrated
if the Europeans want it, and I want the Eu-
ropean Union to be bigger if the Europeans
want it. I think, on balance, that’s a very good
thing for world peace and prosperity and for
the strengthening of freedom.

Second question: What would we do with
NATO? Well, we expanded NATO. I expect
it to continue to expand. President Chirac
has got some countries he wants in NATO,
and I agree with him. And we had a new
relationship with Russia, which I hope will
be strengthened and with Ukraine.

The third big question: What would we
do with southeastern Europe, with Bosnia
and Kosovo, Serbia? And I think while there
is a great deal of work still to be done in
all three places—and we’re going to talk
about that—on balance, the fact that the
United States and Europe stood for freedom,
stood against ethnic cleansing, stood together
for an entire Europe that is free, was a very
great thing and gives a much brighter pros-
pect to the 21st century.
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So I believe that the new administration
will find that these three developments are
all positive, and I think that the relationship
between the U.S. and Europe will be posi-
tive. Will there be trade disputes and other
disputes? Of course there will. But that’s nat-
ural, and I would say that those are high-
class problems.

We’re not worried about the survival of
freedom here. We’re not worried about the
survival of our democracy. We’re not worried
about whether we share the same values. So
I feel very good about this, and I think the
future will be quite good between the United
States and Europe.

Thank you. It’s been a great honor. These
men have done a great job, and I’ve enjoyed
their personal friendship and our partner-
ship, both of them. I’m very, very grateful.

Q. Will you meet again?
President Clinton. I certainly hope so.

You know, they might not have as much time
for me when I’m out of office, but I’ll have
more time. And I love France, and I love
Italy, so maybe I can find some reason to
walk the streets and see the people, be of
some use in the future.

NOTE: The exchange began at 12:09 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. The President
met with President Chirac in his capacity as Presi-
dent of the European Council and President
Romano Prodi of the European Commission. A
tape was not available for verification of the con-
tent of this exchange.

Declaration by the United States and
the European Union on the
Responsibilities of States and on
Transparency Regarding Arms
Exports
December 18, 2000

The United States and the European
Union share a common vision on the ques-
tion of arms export controls. That is why we
have decided to work jointly to encourage
all arms exporting countries to adopt the
principles and degree of transparency which
we apply to our own exports. We are agreed
that we have special responsibilities in this
respect. Accordingly, together we will pursue

the promotion of these principles with rigor
and seriousness of purpose.

The European Union expressed, very early
on, its determination to promote common
high-level standards in this field with the
adoption in 1991 and 1992 by the Luxem-
bourg and Lisbon European Councils of the
first set of common criteria for arms exports.
The adoption in 1998 of the EU Code of
Conduct for arms exports was a new step for-
ward as it introduced a mechanism for notifi-
cations and consultations, the only one of its
kind. Since its entry into force in June 1998,
the Code of Conduct has helped to increase
significantly the level of transparency in arms
exports and to promote convergence of the
national arms export policies implemented
by Member States. The European Union en-
courages other countries to adhere to the
principles of the code of conduct and wel-
comes the fact that 17 countries have de-
clared they would apply these principles to
their own export decisions.

The United States, for its part, maintains
comprehensive national arms export control
policies, including registration of manufac-
turers and exporters of defense articles and
services subject to U.S. jurisdiction, wide-
ranging controls on exports of defense serv-
ices, manufacturing licenses, technical assist-
ance and brokering transactions, rigorous
case-by-case review of applications or other
requests for approval, requirements for U.S.
government consent for retransfers of U.S.
origin defense articles and services, and ef-
fective enforcement measures including a
vigorous program of pre- and post-shipment
monitoring of U.S. arms transfers. The
United States has also supported efforts to
strengthen international and multilateral
controls involving greater responsibility,
transparency and restraint. The United
States has welcomed and expressed its strong
support for the principles embodied in the
EU Code of Conduct for Arms Exports,
which are consistent with the U.S. arms
transfer policy criteria. In furtherance of
these policies and efforts, the United States
has recently proposed the development and
negotiation of an ‘‘international arms sales
code of conduct’’ as a means of promoting
principles and practices of responsibility,
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transparency and restraint on a wider inter-
national scale.

In deciding to collaborate in the pro-
motion of these principles regarding arms ex-
ports, the United States and the European
Union reaffirm the right of States to acquire
the means of self-defense, consistent with the
UN Charter Implementation of stringent and
responsible controls by exporting States is a
sine qua non for the acceptable conduct of
arms exports. The efficiency of such controls
is enhanced by a close dialogue between the
licensing authorities and the exporting com-
panies.

We reaffirm the fundamental importance
we attach to the promotion of democracy and
the respect for human rights. For this reason,
we deem it crucial to avoid export of military
equipment when there is reason to believe
that it will be used for internal repression
or violation of internationally recognized
human rights and fundamental freedoms.

We also stress that arms transfers should
not contribute to or result in excessive or de-
stabilizing arms accumulations, regional in-
stability, armed aggression, the precipitation,
escalation or aggravation of internal or inter-
state conflicts, proliferation of weapons of
mass destruction and missiles capable of de-
livering them, international terrorism, or in
arms diversion. We reiterate the fundamental
importance of respect, by all countries, of
international commitments, in particular
arms embargoes imposed by the United Na-
tions Security Council and other competent
international bodies.

Illicit trafficking and diversion of military
equipment are also serious concerns. We will
continue to exercise particular vigilance with
regard to exports of small arms and light
weapons. We adopted a joint declaration on
‘‘Common Principles on Small Arms and
Light Weapons’’, on December 17, 1999,
which encompasses these standards. We sup-
port the Moratorium and the Code of Con-
duct adopted by ECOWAS in 1999 and as-
sert our intention to respect the Morato-
rium’s principles when examining export ap-
plications at the national level.

In this context, the United States and the
European Union have decided to act jointly
to encourage all arms exporting countries to
submit their export decisions to rigorous cri-

teria and to greater transparency. In par-
ticular, we commit ourselves to promoting
the highest possible standards of conduct and
enhanced export control practices based on
our shared principles of responsibility, trans-
parency and restraint, including:

• implementation of stringent national
controls over exports of arms and mili-
tary equipment, and of related tech-
nologies;

• authorization of exports of arms and
military equipment, and of related tech-
nologies only after an in-depth review
of the internal situation of the buyer
country and of the regional context in
order to assure that such exports are not
likely to create or heighten internal ten-
sions or conflicts, to be used for the vio-
lation of human rights, to threaten
peace and regional stability, or be di-
verted or re-exported in undesirable
conditions; and

• promotion of transparency by regularly
circulating public information at the na-
tional level on authorized arms transfers
and supporting expanded transparency
regarding arms exports in the com-
petent international fora, including the
United Nations Register of Conven-
tional Arms, the OSCE and the
Wassenaar Arrangement.

The United States and the European
Union affirm their commitment to work to-
gether to promote the aforementioned prin-
ciples and enhanced export control practices.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Statement of the United States and
the European Union on Building
Consumer Confidence in
E-Commerce and the Role of
Alternative Dispute Resolution
December 18, 2000

In the U.S.-EU Joint Statement on Elec-
tronic Commerce issued in December 1997,
we agreed to work towards important goals
and objectives in the area of electronic com-
merce. We now reaffirm these important
goals and objectives, including the agreement
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to provide ‘‘active support for the develop-
ment, preferably on a global basis, of self-
regulatory codes of conduct and technologies
to gain consumer confidence in electronic
commerce.’’ We also reaffirm our commit-
ment to the OECD Guidelines on Consumer
Protection in the Context of Electronic Com-
merce issued in December 1999.

Our common aim is to help generate con-
sumer confidence, which is necessary for
open, competitive, and cross-border elec-
tronic commerce. Ensuring consumer pro-
tection and generating consumer confidence
requires a combination of private sector ini-
tiatives and a clear, consistent and predict-
able legal framework.

The means of building consumer con-
fidence and consumer protection in shopping
online is good business practice and enforce-
able self-regulatory programmes such as
codes of conduct and trustmarks. Key ele-
ments to building consumer confidence and
consumer protection also include security
and confidentiality, respect for privacy, high
standards of customer service, timely deliv-
ery, full and fair disclosure of information,
and responsiveness to complaints.

We recognise that consumers should have
meaningful access to redress consistent with
the applicable legal framework and should
be protected from fraudulent, deceptive, and
unfair practices. The Internet, which can
support the growth of cross-border consumer
transactions at unprecedented levels, poses
challenges to the existing legal framework.
The issues of applicable law and jurisdiction
will be difficult to resolve in the near term,
but solutions at the international level would
help to achieve our shared goals of global
electronic commerce growth, consumer con-
fidence and the predictability of transactions.

If parties cannot resolve consumer issues
directly, using ADR is one means of doing
so. Easy access to fair and effective ADR,
especially if provided online, has the poten-
tial to increase consumer confidence in cross-
border electronic commerce and may reduce
the need for legal action. We, accordingly,
agree on the importance of promoting its de-
velopment and implementation.

The expansion of electronic commerce will
be essentially market-led and driven by pri-
vate initiative. In addition, all interested

stakeholders—including governments, con-
sumer groups, industry and academics—
should work cooperatively to facilitate a dia-
logue, encourage private sector and other ini-
tiatives, raise consumer awareness about en-
forceable self-regulatory programs and pro-
mote the development and use of fair and
effective ADR mechanisms, in particular on-
line. Moreover, in order to promote fair and
effective ADR in the cross-border context,
efforts to develop and implement ADR
should involve international cooperation
among all interested stakeholders and the
promotion of international partnerships. In
addition, we encourage all stakeholders to
continue to participate actively in inter-
national workshops and other fora on this im-
portant topic, which will help support further
development of ADR.

At present, there are a wide variety of
ADR schemes being developed and imple-
mented in the marketplace, employing var-
ious different approaches and technologies.
Governments should maintain adaptable
policies that encourage the continued growth
and development of new and innovative
ADR mechanisms, technologies or ap-
proaches that are fair and effective.

In order to promote consumer confidence,
ADR mechanisms should be fair and effec-
tive. We agree that we share certain general
principles to achieve fairness and effective-
ness. These general principles include: the
impartiality of any decision-makers; the ac-
cessibility of the systems and procedures,
which should be easy to find and easy to use;
the need to ensure that the mechanisms are
at low or no cost to the consumer relative
to the amount in dispute; transparency, in-
cluding the importance of providing con-
sumers with clear and conspicuous informa-
tion about the procedures and commitments
involved sufficient to enable informed choice
and decision-making; and the timeliness of
redress. Stakeholders should continue to
work to implement these fundamental prin-
ciples and others that relate to fairness and
effectiveness in the context of particular
ADR mechanisms, taking into account the
value, complexity and other characteristics of
the transaction or dispute at issue.
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Concerning law enforcement, businesses,
consumers and governments should work to-
gether to detect, prevent and stop fraudu-
lent, deceptive or unfair activity related to
ADR. ADR providers, consumers and busi-
nesses should be encouraged to forward in-
formation on consumer complaints regarding
fraud, deception, or other serious mis-
conduct with regulatory and law enforcement
agencies. Governments should cooperate in
enforcing consumer protection laws against
businesses engaging in fraudulent, deceptive
or unfair activity related to consumer trans-
actions on the Internet, such as misrepresen-
tation of compliance with seal programmes
or codes of conduct related to ADR. For ex-
ample, we should cooperate on consumer
complaints and explore cooperation on on-
line information sharing.

Businesses, consumer groups and govern-
ments should work together to educate con-
sumers and businesses about good business
practices, including ADR, as a means to en-
sure fair and effective implementation and
enforcement, and promote consumer con-
fidence to the fullest extent possible.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Statement of the United States and
the European Union on
Communicable Diseases in Africa
December 18, 2000

At the Queluz Summit on May 31, 2000
the U.S. and EU made a commitment to help
stem and roll back the spread of HIV/AIDS,
malaria and tuberculosis in Africa, and to ad-
dress their severe economic, social and per-
sonal consequences. The scope of the prob-
lem requires a multi-faceted approach and
the mobilisation of significant resources. As
proof of this commitment, the U.S. and EU
have dramatically increased financial re-
sources dedicated to combating these
scourges. Together we are now waging the
battle against these diseases on all of the
major fronts.

The U.S. and EU agree that the response
to HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria must
be placed within a broad multisectoral frame-
work of development aiming at the overall

objective of alleviating poverty and to ensure
a lasting impact of any specific action to com-
bat HIV/AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis. The
U.S. and EU call upon countries to address
and incorporate fully the health and develop-
ment implications of HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis
and malaria in the elaboration of their pov-
erty reduction strategies and programs.

The U.S. and EU plan to coordinate
among the appropriate institutions and
organisations at the global and regional level
in order to ensure that all aspects of the re-
sponse are endorsed by relevant stake-
holders. The U.S. and EU are working to
ensure that governments, institutions and
civil society, including NGOs and the private
sector, fully participate in these efforts.

Diplomatic Cooperation in Africa

The U.S. and EU participate together in
donor coordination groups across Africa, as-
sessing local needs and capacities and devel-
oping diplomatic and public awareness strat-
egies. U.S. and EU diplomats have success-
fully encouraged African leaders to speak
openly about the threat of HIV/AIDS, to set
national priorities, to establish high level gov-
ernmental coordinating mechanisms, to es-
tablish broad health sector and action plans
to strengthen regional, national and local ca-
pacity to deliver health services and treat-
ment, and to commit resources. We are mak-
ing great strides in ensuring that our diplo-
matic activities are responsive to the needs
and priorities of host countries, and com-
plement the activities of other donor part-
ners.

• Regular high-level coordination involv-
ing the U.S. and EU, other donors and
host governments has been established
in several African countries. Similar co-
ordination is proposed throughout sub-
Saharan Africa.

Development Assistance Cooperation

The U.S. and the EU are working together
in planning and implementing country activi-
ties that are responsive to the needs and pri-
orities of countries and regions. This assist-
ance is being placed within national and re-
gional health and development frameworks.
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• The U.S. and the EU are collaborating
in sub-Saharan African countries to sup-
port health policies and activities aiming
at preventing the expansion of the dis-
eases and at caring for and supporting
people with HIV/AIDS, malaria and tu-
berculosis and those close to them.

• The U.S. and the EU are enhancing
their support for national health and
other sector plans and policies. This
support can take the form of a general
support, either direct or through budg-
et, or by supporting specific elements
of those plans and policies for com-
bating HIV/AIDS, malaria and tuber-
culosis, for example training, provision
of commodities such as condoms and
test kits, and improving access to inter-
ventions that reduce mother-to-infant
HIV transmission.

• Under the enhanced HIPC initiative,
the U.S. and the EU will work together
in close collaboration with national au-
thorities of selected countries to identify
mechanisms for the utilisation of debt
relief towards comprehensive social
programs responding to the challenge
of HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria.

• The U.S. and the EU will set up a work-
ing group to identify and take advantage
of their respective comparative advan-
tages in supporting procurement and
the provision of technical assistance.

International Partnerships
The U.S. and the EU jointly support multi-

lateral HIV/AIDS initiatives such as
UNAIDS and the International Partnership
against AIDS in Africa. The U.S. and the EU
continue to support the Roll Back Malaria
Initiative and the Multilateral Initiative on
Malaria, as well as coordinating our assist-
ance to the Stop TB Initiative and the TB
Coalition.

The U.S. and the EU support new innova-
tive partnerships to increase the availability
and affordability of global public goods.

Research Cooperation
The U.S. and the EU agree that to combat

these diseases, the international scientific
community needs to work together. Long-
term investments in the full range of sci-

entific endeavour are necessary to accelerate
the development and evaluation of new and
affordable vaccines and drugs.

• The U.S. and the EU are enlarging pub-
lic investment in research and develop-
ment activities focused on confronting
the three communicable diseases, and
call upon the private sector to follow
this example.

• The U.S. and the EU will work together
to strengthen the coordination of re-
search projects and to ensure that the
coordinated efforts contribute to
strengthening sustainable capacities at
local, national and regional levels in Af-
rica.

Access to affordable drugs, vaccines and
other commodities

Better access to affordable pharma-
ceuticals and commodities to prevent or to
treat the three communicable diseases is cru-
cial. The U.S. and the EU will seek to assist
in setting up effective infrastructures and will
take steps to make key medicines and com-
modities more affordable and available. Afri-
can leaders’ commitment to improving health
systems is essential to the success of these
efforts, and we stand ready to provide tech-
nical assistance in this regard.

• The U.S. and the EU urge the pharma-
ceutical industry to make drugs for HIV/
AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis more
affordable, particularly for the poorest
countries. We reaffirm the importance
of providing more affordable pricing
and strict compliance with safety and
quality assurance laws and regulations.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Statement of the United States and
European Union on Southeast
Europe
December 18, 2000

At a time when democracy is taking root
throughout the region and when it should
be consolidated for the benefit of all, the very
successful cooperation to date between the
United States and the European Union in
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the South East Europe region must continue
to be close and sustained.

The year 2000 began with democratic
change in Croatia. It comes to a close with
the victory of democratic forces in the Fed-
eral Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY). These are
heartening developments that offer signifi-
cant new prospects to all of the countries of
the region.

Recent historic changes pave the way for
regional reconciliation and cooperation. They
allow all the countries in the region to estab-
lish new relations that are beneficial to each
of them as well as for the stability of the re-
gion, the development of their economies,
and peace, prosperity and stability on the Eu-
ropean continent. They give a fresh impetus
to a policy of good neighborliness based on
the negotiated settlement of disputes, re-
spect for the rights of persons belonging to
minorities, respect for international obliga-
tions, including vis-à-vis the International
Criminal Tribunal for Yugoslavia, the lasting
settlement of the issue of refugees and dis-
placed persons and respect for the inter-
national borders. They reinforce regional se-
curity and should promote the conclusion by
the countries concerned of negotiations for
weapons control and reduction at regional
level, as envisaged by the Dayton Agree-
ments.

We give our full support to this process
of reconciliation and regional cooperation,
which offer new prospects for the countries
in the region. We welcome the results of the
Zagreb Summit on November 24. The Sum-
mit underlined the connection between the
progress of the countries of the region to-
wards democracy, the rule of law, regional
reconciliation and cooperation, on the one
hand, and the rapprochement of each of
these countries with the European Union on
the basis of an individual treatment, in the
framework of the European Union’s sta-
bilization and association process, on the
other hand. In this regard, we welcome the
commitments undertaken by the five coun-
tries of the stabilization and association proc-
ess in the Zagreb declaration.

We also emphasize the importance of the
Stability Pact for South East Europe as a
means to accelerate the integration of the re-
gion into the Euro-Atlantic mainstream. The

inclusion of the FRY in the Stability Pact will
make it possible for the Pact to reach its full
potential. The Stability Pact deserves our
continued political and financial support. We
welcome the call of the High Level Steering
Group, which met in Paris on November 14,
2000, to organize a second Stability Pact Re-
gional Funding Conference as early as fea-
sible in 2001.

The United States and the European
Union have mobilized considerable resources
to support the consolidation of democracy in
the FRY. We look forward to continued
democratic progress in Serbia’s elections on
December 23. We also welcome the initiative
shown by the European Commission and
World Bank in hosting the donors’ coordina-
tion meeting on December 12, 2000, in re-
sponse to the most urgent needs of the FRY/
Serbia. The European Commission and the
World Bank should ensure that, in the frame-
work of the High Level Steering Group, the
efforts being made by Europe, the United
States and all the other donors are coordi-
nated and contribute to the consolidation of
democracy and to the economic develop-
ment of that country. We welcome the deci-
sions already taken by the High Level Steer-
ing Group at its meeting in Paris on Novem-
ber 14, 2000, in particular to pursue a fund-
ing conference for the FRY as early as fea-
sible in 2001.

We strongly condemn the outbreak of vio-
lence in the Presevo area of southern Serbia,
and call upon all parties to exercise maximum
restraint and to resolve differences exclu-
sively through peaceful, transparent dia-
logue.

We welcome the progress made in Kosovo
in the implementation of UNSC Resolution
1244: the setting up of an interim administra-
tion has taken place in a satisfactory manner,
reconstruction is continuing, municipal elec-
tions have taken place in a peaceful and
democratic fashion and security conditions
have improved. We vigorously condemn the
use of violence, any form of extremism and
any act which makes the co-existence of com-
munities more difficult and which adversely
affects regional stability. We fully support the
right of all displaced Kosovars to return in
peace and security. We confirm our full sup-
port to the implementation of Resolution
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1244. In this regard, we fully support the ef-
forts of the UN Special Representative of the
Secretary General to establish democratic,
self-governing institutions in Kosovo based
on clearly enunciated principles in accord
with Resolution 1244.

We thank and congratulate Mr. Kouchner
for the remarkable work he has done in dif-
ficult circumstances. We welcome the action
jointly carried out by UNMIK and KFOR.
We pledge our full support for Mr.
Haekkerup who has recently been appointed
the UN Secretary General’s Special Rep-
resentative in Kosovo.

In Bosnia and Herzegovina we welcome
the constructive contributions of the High
Representative and of SFOR to the building
of a functioning State. We note with satisfac-
tion that those parties committed to Bosnia
and Herzegovina’s European orientation re-
ceived the majority of the votes in the recent
general election. We expect the new authori-
ties to demonstrate their commitment to
Bosnia and Herzegovina’s European reform
agenda by taking the necessary urgent actions
on key political and economic issues. Any
government, at State or Entity level, must
base its action on strict compliance with the
Dayton Agreements and the ensuing obliga-
tions, in particular the conclusions of the
Ministerial Conferences for the implementa-
tion of those Agreements.

We welcome the continued progress made
elsewhere in the region. However, we are
concerned at increased political violence in
Albania and support the Albanian Govern-
ment’s efforts to uphold the rule of law.

We call upon all States in the region to
continue and intensify efforts to resolve bilat-
eral differences and internal ethnic minority
issues exclusively through peaceful, demo-
cratic dialogue, and to show full respect for
international obligations including coopera-
tion with the International Criminal Tribunal
for Yugoslavia.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Statement on Releasing Funds From
the Low Income Home Energy
Assistance Program
December 18, 2000

Today I am directing my administration to
release $156 million to help low-income
households throughout the Nation cope with
substantial increases in home heating fuel
costs. The significant and sustained rise in
energy costs has posed a special burden on
low-income families, in many cases forcing
them to choose between food and other es-
sentials or a bare minimum of heat in these
winter months. Releasing these heating funds
today will ease the burden on the Nation’s
low-income families by helping cover their
higher home heating costs in the cold weeks
and months to come.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Reporting on the Deployment of
United States Military Personnel as
Part of the Kosovo International
Security Force
December 18, 2000

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
In my report to the Congress of June 16,

2000, I provided information on the deploy-
ment of combat-equipped U.S. military per-
sonnel as the U.S. contribution to the NATO-
led international security force in Kosovo
(KFOR) and to other countries in the region
in support of that force. I am providing this
supplemental report, consistent with the War
Powers Resolution, to help ensure that the
Congress is kept fully informed on continued
U.S. contributions in support of peace-
keeping efforts in Kosovo.

As noted in my previous report, the U.N.
Security Council authorized member states
to establish KFOR in U.N. Security Council
Resolution 1244 of June 10, 1999. The mis-
sion of KFOR is to provide a military pres-
ence in order to deter renewed hostilities;
verify and, if necessary, enforce the terms
of the Military Technical Agreement be-
tween NATO and the Federal Republic of
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Yugoslavia (FRY); enforce the terms of the
understanding with the former Kosovo Lib-
eration Army to demilitarize and reintegrate
itself into civil society; provide operational di-
rection to the Kosovo Protection Corps; and
maintain a safe and secure environment to
facilitate the work of the U.N. Interim Ad-
ministration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK).

Currently, the U.S. contribution to KFOR
in Kosovo is approximately 5,600 U.S. mili-
tary personnel. An additional 500 U.S. mili-
tary personnel are deployed as the National
Support Element in Macedonia with an occa-
sional presence in Albania and Greece. In
the last 6 months, all 19 NATO nations and
20 others, including Russia, have provided
military personnel and other support per-
sonnel to KFOR in Kosovo and the sur-
rounding countries.

In Kosovo, the U.S. forces are assigned to
a sector principally centered around Gnjilane
in the eastern portion of Kosovo. For U.S.
KFOR forces, as for KFOR generally, main-
taining a safe and secure environment re-
mains the primary military task. United
States forces conduct security patrols in
urban areas and in the countryside through-
out their sector. Approximately 75 percent
of KFOR soldiers are dedicated to patrolling,
manning check-points, and mounting border
and boundary patrols. The KFOR forces op-
erate under NATO command and control
and rules of engagement.

Since my report to the Congress of June
16, free and fair municipal elections have
been held in Kosovo, electing municipal as-
semblies in 27 Albanian-majority municipali-
ties. In addition, on October 5, former FRY
President Slobodon Milosevic stepped down
from the presidency in the midst of popular
outcry after he was defeated in the Sep-
tember FRY presidential elections. Despite
the progress of democracy in Kosovo and the
FRY, ethnic tensions persist. The United
States is actively engaged with our allies in
Kosovo and leaders in the region to stop eth-
nic violence.

The UNMIK continues to make progress
in establishing the necessary structures for
provisional self-government in Kosovo. The
KFOR supports UNMIK at all levels, includ-
ing public administration, and is represented
at the Kosovo Transitional Council and the

Joint Civil Commissions. Also, KFOR pro-
vides a security presence in towns, villages,
and the countryside, and organizes check-
points and patrols in key areas of Kosovo to
provide security, protect minorities, resolve
disputes, and help instill in the community
a feeling of confidence. Finally, KFOR is
helping to provide assistance, within means
and capabilities, in the areas of humanitarian
relief, international civil police training, and
the maintenance of civic works resources.

In November, NATO formally reviewed
KFOR’s mission, and will continue to do so
at 6-month intervals. The reviews provide a
basis for assessing current force levels, future
requirements, force reductions, and the
eventual withdrawal of KFOR. Over time,
KFOR will incrementally transfer its security
and policing responsibilities to the inter-
national civil administration, local institu-
tions, and other organizations.

I have taken these actions pursuant to my
constitutional authority to conduct U.S. for-
eign relations and as Commander in Chief
and Chief Executive. I appreciate the contin-
ued support of the Congress in these actions.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of
the Senate.

Memorandum on Suspension of
Limitations Under the Jerusalem
Embassy Act
December 15, 2000

Presidential Determination No. 2001–06

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Suspension of Limitations Under the
Jerusalem Embassy Act

Pursuant to the authority vested in me as
President by the Constitution and the laws
of the United States, including section 7(a)
of the Jerusalem Embassy Act of 1995 (Pub-
lic Law 104–45) (the ‘‘Act’’), I hereby deter-
mine that it is necessary to protect the na-
tional security interests of the United States
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to suspend for a period of 6 months the limi-
tations set forth in sections 3(b) and 7(b) of
the Act.

You are hereby authorized and directed to
transmit this determination to the Congress,
accompanied by a report in accordance with
section 7(a) of the Act, and to publish the
determination in the Federal Register.

This suspension shall take effect after
transmission of this determination and report
to the Congress.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on December 19.

Proclamation 7388—To Modify
Duty-Free Treatment Under the
Generalized System of Preferences
for Sub-Saharan African Countries
and for Other Purposes
December 18, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
1. Section 506A(b)(1) of the Trade Act of

1974, as amended (the ‘‘1974 Act’’) (19
U.S.C. 2466a(b)(1)), as added by section
111(a) of the African Growth and Oppor-
tunity Act (Title I of Public Law 106–200)
(AGOA), authorizes the President to provide
duty-free treatment under the Generalized
System of Preferences (GSP) to any article
described in section 503(b)(1)(B) through
(G) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C.
2463(b)(1)(B)–(G)) that is the growth, prod-
uct, or manufacture of a designated bene-
ficiary sub-Saharan African country, if, after
taking into account the advice of the United
States International Trade Commission
(USITC), the President determines that such
article is not import-sensitive in the context
of imports from beneficiary sub-Saharan Af-
rican countries.

2. Proclamation 7350 of October 2, 2000,
designated certain countries listed in section
107 of the AGOA as beneficiary sub-Saharan
African countries.

3. Pursuant to section 506A(b)(1) of the
1974 Act, and having taken into account the

advice of the USITC, I have determined that
certain articles are not import-sensitive in the
context of imports from beneficiary sub-Sa-
haran African countries. I have determined
to designate those articles as eligible for duty-
free treatment under the GSP. I have de-
cided to designate these articles by inserting
the symbol ‘‘D’’ in the Rates of Duty 1-Spe-
cial subcolumn of the Harmonized Tariff
Schedule of the United States (HTS) for sub-
headings covering such articles.

4. Section 213(b)(3)(A) of the Caribbean
Basin Economic Recovery Act (CBERA) (19
U.S.C. 2703(b)(3)(A)), as amended by sec-
tion 211(a) of the United States-Caribbean
Basin Trade Partnership Act (Title II of Pub-
lic Law 106–200) (CBTPA), provides that the
tariff treatment accorded at any time during
the transition period defined in section
213(b)(5)(D) of the CBERA (19 U.S.C.
2703(b)(5)(D)), as amended by section
211(a) of the CBTPA, to certain articles that
are originating goods of designated CBTPA
beneficiary countries shall be identical to the
tariff treatment that is accorded at such time
under Annex 302.2 of the North American
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) to an arti-
cle described in the same 8-digit subheading
of the HTS that is a good of Mexico and
is imported into the United States. Such arti-
cles are described in section 213(b)(1)(B)
through (F) of the CBERA (19 U.S.C.
2703(b)(1)(B)–(F)), as amended by section
211(a) of the CBTPA.

5. Proclamation 7351 of October 2, 2000,
designated certain countries as CBTPA ben-
eficiary countries and reflected in the HTS
the tariff treatment provided under the
CBTPA, which became effective on that date
with respect to those CBTPA beneficiary
countries enumerated in a Federal Register
notice issued by the United States Trade
Representative. The Annex to Proclamation
7351 designated certain HTS subheadings
covering articles described in section
213(b)(1)(B) through (F) of the CBERA as
eligible for the tariff treatment authorized by
section 213(b)(3)(A) of the CBERA. Certain
HTS provisions covering watches and watch
parts and footwear were inadvertently omit-
ted. I have determined that these provisions
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should be designated as covering articles eli-
gible for the tariff treatment authorized by
section 213(b)(3)(A) of the CBERA.

6. Proclamation 7351 incorporated into the
HTS the provisions of the CBTPA con-
cerning the tariff treatment of certain textile
and apparel articles imported into the United
States from designated CBTPA beneficiary
countries, pursuant to section 213(b)(2) of
the CBERA (19 U.S.C. 2703(b)(2)), as
amended by section 211(a) of the CBTPA.
I have determined that a technical error in
one of the legal notes to chapter 98 of the
HTS created by the Annex to that proclama-
tion should be corrected.

7. Section 604 of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C.
2483) authorizes the President to embody in
the HTS the substance of the relevant provi-
sions of that Act, and of other acts affecting
import treatment, and actions thereunder,
including the removal, modification, continu-
ance, or imposition of any rate of duty or
other import restriction.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
acting under the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States of America, including title V and sec-
tion 604 of the 1974 Act, section 111 of the
AGOA, section 211 of the CBTPA, and sec-
tion 213 of the CBERA, do proclaim that:

(1) In order to provide duty-free treatment
under the GSP to certain articles when im-
ported from designated beneficiary sub-Sa-
haran African countries, the HTS is modified
as provided in Annex I to this proclamation.

(2) In order to accord, at any time during
the transition period, to certain watches and
watch parts described in section 213(b)(1)(E)
of the CBERA, when such watches and
watch parts are CBTPA originating goods,
the identical tariff treatment that is accorded
at such time under Annex 302.2 of the
NAFTA to an article described in the same
8-digit subheading of the HTS that is a good
of Mexico and is imported into the United
States, chapter 91 of the HTS is modified
as provided in Annex II to this proclamation.

(3) In order to make a technical correction
in U.S. note 2(c) to subchapter XX of chapter
98 of the HTS, such note is modified as pro-
vided in Annex II to this proclamation.

(4) Any provisions of previous proclama-
tions and Executive orders that are incon-
sistent with this proclamation are superseded
to the extent of such inconsistency.

(5)(a) The modifications made by Annex
I to this proclamation shall be effective with
respect to articles entered, or withdrawn
from warehouse for consumption, on or after
the date of publication of this proclamation
in the Federal Register.

(b) The modifications made by Annex II
to this proclamation shall be effective with
respect to articles entered, or withdrawn
from warehouse for consumption, on or after
October 2, 2000.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eighteenth day of December,
in the year of our Lord two thousand, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., December 20, 2000]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on December 19, and
it and the attached annexes were published in the
Federal Register on December 21.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Action To Implement the African
Growth and Opportunity Act
December 18, 2000

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
I hereby transmit a Proclamation to imple-

ment the non-textile/apparel benefits of the
African Growth and Opportunity Act (Title
I of Public Law 106–200) (AGOA) by ex-
panding the list of products eligible for duty-
free treatment under the Generalized Sys-
tem of Preferences (GSP) program when im-
ported from beneficiary sub-Saharan African
countries.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on December 19.
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Interview With Dan Rather
of CBS News
December 18, 2000

End of the President’s Term
Mr. Rather. Mr. President, when I was

walking over here, I mentioned to one mem-
ber of your staff, ‘‘Well, it must be a bitter-
sweet time.’’ And he bristled a little. He was
gentlemanly about it, but he bristled a little.
Do you see it as a bittersweet time?

The President. Well, only a little bit, actu-
ally. I’m very happy and very much at peace
and very grateful for the chance to serve and
grateful especially that the country is in such
good shape as I leave office. But I think, for
all of us, it may be bittersweet in the sense
that people—virtually everybody that works
here likes the work, and we tried never to
forget that it was a job and that we were
privileged to do it.

But everything comes to an end; you have
to do something else. And I think we’ve had
our time here. I’m just focused on doing ev-
erything I can in the days that remain, help-
ing President-elect Bush have a successful
transition and kind of savoring and being
grateful for the good things that have hap-
pened.

2000 Presidential Election
Mr. Rather. The country is still in the

midst of an almost 8-year boom. The country
is at peace. You’ve had, by many measure-
ments if not most—perhaps even all meas-
urements—at least a reasonably successful
Presidency. Why are we having a Republican
President come in behind you?

The President. Well, I think partly be-
cause of the prosperity. I think they both de-
bated how to use the prosperity, and the
country was evenly divided. One candidate
won the popular vote, and the Supreme
Court decided the electoral vote. People will
be analyzing that for years to come. Maybe
I’ll have a chance to analyze it, too, after
some time. But I don’t know that I have any-
thing to add to what’s been said by others.

Vice President Al Gore/2000 Presidential
Election

Mr. Rather. Maybe we ought to come
back to that later. Through most of the 8

years of your Presidency, you and your Vice
President seemed to all the world to be
joined at the hip. There were historians who
were writing that Vice President Gore had
been given as much or more responsibility
than any Vice President in the history of the
country.

The President. Oh, more. There’s no
question about that.

Mr. Rather. And that he did a very good
job as Vice President.

The President. And he did. I think that
when the period of this history is written and
people who care about American Govern-
ment look at how we organized and ran the
administration, they will say a number of
things, including the fact that we came here
with a well-thought-out set of ideas and poli-
cies and we basically did what we said we’d
do in ’92 and then again in ’96, and that we
had a real team operation in the White
House, and that the Vice President had more
responsibility in more areas than any Vice
President in history and carried them out
very well. I don’t think there is any question
that in the job of Vice President, he’s the
most effective person that has held that job
and had more responsibility than anyone who
ever had it.

Mr. Rather. That being the case, Mr.
President, when he, in effect, ran away from
you during the campaign, you had to be dis-
appointed at that.

The President. Well, I think, first of all,
everybody has got to run their own race. And
it’s a difficult thing running as Vice President.
There is no accident that only two Vice Presi-
dents in the history of the country have ever
been directly elected President.

If you get to be Vice President, you’ve got
an excellent chance of getting to be Presi-
dent, because something could happen to the
President, and you’ve got a terrific chance
of being the nominee for President of your
party. But to be directly elected, it’s only hap-
pened twice. And once, when Martin Van
Buren succeeded Andrew Jackson, we were
still virtually a one-party country. And the
only other time it happened was in 1988,
when basically there was an enormously con-
tentious and negative campaign which suc-
ceeded in painting the Democratic nominee,
Governor Dukakis, as virtually un-American.
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This was basically a pretty positive cam-
paign. They had a debate about what to do.
They talked about the various issues, and the
people split.

Mr. Rather. But back to the question—
had to feel disappointed?

The President. I really believe every per-
son has to decide what’s best for them. And
I thought that it was—let me just say, I
thought that it was the right thing for me
not to be out there very much until the end,
the last week or 10 days. I did most of what
I could do early by going to scores of events
for our House and Senate candidates and for
the Democratic Party, which helped the Vice
President, of course, directly, the Demo-
cratic Party work did.

And when a Vice President becomes a
President, he tries to figure out some way
to establish his own identity and to get the
benefit of the good things that have hap-
pened, but still to be an independent person.
And I don’t think that anybody else should
second-guess that. Once your party has a
nominee, then the rest of us should be on
the team. I think politics is a team sport. It’s
about addition, not subtraction. And I don’t
believe the rest of us should second-guess
the leader of the team, including me.

Mr. Rather. Do you agree or disagree that
some of your failures, policy as well as per-
sonal failures in the White House, had an
impact on Al Gore’s losing?

The President. Yes, to the first; no, to the
second. To say that people would hold him
responsible for any personal mistake I made
is an insult to the American people. I mean,
people just aren’t that unfair. The people of
this country are basically good people. And
moreover, there were a lot of surveys along
toward the end of the campaign that showed
that if I could have run again, I would have
done fine. So I just don’t think there’s any
evidence of that.

On the policies, however, there were—you
know, I don’t know if the fact that we drew
the short straw and had that terrible mess
with the Elian Gonzalez case cost him a lot
of votes in Florida, but it could have. And
if it did, I feel very badly about it, because
this wasn’t anything anybody dreamed up.

I don’t think there’s any question that a
number of—in West Virginia, some people

voted against him in the northern part of the
State because they blamed us—I don’t think
they’re right about it, but they did blame us
for the closing of a steel mill there that oc-
curred more or less at the same time of the
Asian financial crisis. They thought we
should have moved more quickly than we did
to stop the inflow of cheap steel.

I don’t think there is—I don’t know if
you’d call this a policy failure, but I don’t
think there’s any doubt that in at least five
States I can think of, the NRA had a decisive
influence because they disagreed with our at-
tempts to close the gun show loophole and
have child trigger locks, safety locks, and ban
large scale ammunition clips.

You know, presumably, some people voted
for him because we were for those things.
But one of the sad things about all gun safety
legislation is that people tend to vote for the
issues, but when they’re voting for candidates
the ‘‘antis’’ tend to be more intense than the
‘‘pros.’’ I mean, if you look at Colorado,
which is basically a Republican State now,
the Vice President lost there, but closing the
gun show loophole passed 70–30. In Oregon,
because of the Nader candidacy, he only won
a narrow victory, but the gun show loophole
closing carried 2–1.

So I think you have to give the—so the
policy issues that we fought out, I don’t think
there’s any question they cost him some
votes. I think that, on balance, I believe he
gained more because of the economic suc-
cess of the administration, because we have
8 years in a row of declining crime, because
the welfare rolls were cut in half, because
of the millions of people that were benefited
by family leave, because of the things we did.

So I think, on balance, it was more of a
plus than a minus by a good long way; two-
thirds of the people thought the country was
going in the right direction.

But in a race like this that’s so close, you
think about some of the issues we had in
West Virginia on that steel mill or the Gon-
zalez case, and you wonder—I mean, Presi-
dent Kennedy once said that ‘‘victory has a
thousand fathers and defeat is an orphan.’’
In this case, where the Vice President won
the popular vote and, by decision of the Su-
preme Court, lost the electoral college, de-
feat may have a thousand fathers, too. We’ll
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all be chewing over this for—heck, people
will be writing about this 100 years from now.

Supreme Court Decision
Mr. Rather. I have so much ground I want

to cover with you, about your legacy, about
the future, and I don’t intend to spend the
rest of our time talking about the election
just finished. But anyone who’s ever been
around a courthouse knows that judges, high
and low, frequently engage in raw politics—
all hope they’ll deal with the law.

You mentioned earlier the Supreme
Court. To those who are absolutely con-
vinced that the Supreme Court, they just had
a Republican majority, wanted a Republican
as President, and voted politics, not the
law—as an attorney and as our President, you
say what?

The President. I say, when I get out and
start teaching constitutional law again, I’ll tell
you exactly what I think about it. [Laughter]

The important vote there, the 5–4 vote—
there were actually three separate opinions,
but the 5–4 vote was a vote to stop the vote
count——

Mr. Rather. That was the clincher.
The President. ——6 days in advance of

the electoral college meeting. And the Amer-
ican people will just have to make their own
decisions about it. But I think that it will be
viewed in history as a momentous decision,
and I think that it will be debated a long
time. But it’s very interesting. You know,
there’s a lot of stuff already been written
about it. I noticed there were three articles
in this week’s Economist about it, basically
critical, even though the Economist endorsed
President-elect Bush. There’s going to be a
lot of stuff written about it.

But I think that from my point of view,
as long as I’m President, what I should be
focused on doing is telling the country that
we should accept it, because the principle
of judicial review has served us well. And all
of us believe, looking back in history, that
there were periods when the Supreme Court
made serious mistakes, but when they did,
they normally were corrected over time.

So I think the Vice President spoke for
all of us when he said he strongly disagreed
with the decision, but he accepted it. And
right now we need to focus on pulling the

country together, giving President-elect Bush
a chance to get off to a good start, to hit
the ground running, dealing with all these
issues that are out there. And there will be
lots of time for me and others to say exactly
what the elements of the Supreme Court de-
cision were. But I just don’t think I should
say more than that now.

Mr. Rather. We’re going to move on and
talk about the economy. Before doing so, as
one who taught law, as an attorney, were you
surprised that this Supreme Court ever took
the case? I ask this, again, for backdrop.
Many attorneys I’ve talked to, of all persua-
sion and all parties, said they were sur-
prised—some say stunned—that this Court
would have even taken the case.

The President. Well, let me say, I think
most lawyers—or a lot of them—are sur-
prised they took the case. Even those that
were surprised they took the case were
shocked when the vote count was stopped
on the Friday.

Mr. Rather. Were you?
The President. No. No, not after 8 years

in Washington, I wasn’t. But I hadn’t found
a single lawyer who believes that there is
precedent any time in American history for
it. I’ve asked probably 50, 60. But I wasn’t
surprised, no.

They had the power to do it, and they did
it. And it’s done, and we should accept it,
because the country has to go on. We can’t
reverse the principle of judicial review, and
we shouldn’t. And we should try to help the
President-elect get off to a good start, give
him a chance to govern the country. I hope
he’ll be given a decent honeymoon. I know
what it’s like not to have one, and I hope
he will get one.

And I think we should—we ought to just,
right now, everybody can think what they
think about it, but for me, I believe I owe
my country. The people of this country have
been good to me, and I’ve had a chance to
serve in this job. It’s hard enough under the
best circumstances. The President-elect won
the electoral college, and he deserves a
chance to have a good start, and that’s what
I’m going to focus on, and I’m going to try
to give it to him.
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National Economy
Mr. Rather. Let’s talk about the economy.

I think, by any reasonable analysis, that the
incoming Bush administration is trying to po-
sition the economic picture in the following
way: The economy is starting downward,
maybe headed toward a recession, and there-
fore they’re positioning themselves to be able
to say, whatever happens on the downside,
particularly if we have a recession, ‘‘Don’t
forget, it’s the Clinton/Gore administration,
not this new incoming administration.’’

The President. Well, they do that. You
know, you can’t blame them for trying to buy
low and sell high if they want to try to do
that. But I personally believe that no one
knows how long we can keep this recovery
going. But the overwhelming majority of the
experts believe that we’re going to have a
pretty good year next year.

Now, it’s already the longest economic ex-
pansion in history. We had over 22 million
new jobs. I don’t think you can totally repeal
the business cycle, but it’s certain that it’s
changed. And what has changed it?

First of all, you have to give the American
people a lot of credit here. You have this ex-
plosion of entrepreneurial energy, not only
among small businesses and dot-com compa-
nies but people integrating technology and
productivity into big old traditional firms.
There’s no question that technology has en-
abled productivity to grow much more rap-
idly than in the past, and that keeps these
recoveries going.

And we’ve kept interest rates down, and
we continue to invest in the education and
training of the American people. And we
continue to open new markets around the
world and at home. Those are the things that
I think are important for the Government
to do.

Now, for the last couple of years, we were
growing at a blistering pace. In other words,
we’ve been growing ever since I got here,
but we’ve been growing at a blistering pace.
No one believed we could continue to grow
at 5 percent a year. Most people believe next
year growth will be around 3 percent. And
I believe that the important thing is to just
keep following a solid economic policy.

I think we can have a tax cut; I’ve always
said that. But I think it needs to be modest

enough so that there’s no question that we’re
going to continue to pay down the debt and
pay it off within a decade or so, at least 12
years. I think that will keep interest rates
down. That’s a big tax cut to ordinary people
and to business people and to investors, be-
cause it keeps the market up and it keeps
inflation down.

Then I think it’s important to save back
enough money to invest what we have to in-
vest in education and our other responsibil-
ities, including national security. I think it
is important to save back enough money to
deal with the long-term challenges to Medi-
care and Social Security. You’ve got the baby
boom generation about to retire. And de-
pending on what you decide to do with it,
it costs more or less money to do it.

But I think that—there’s no question that
we can. I believe we should have a tax cut.
The question is, how big should it be, and
whether you can meet your other obliga-
tions? But the most important thing people
want is to keep this economy going. And I
think, you know, it’s got quite a little life left
in it, I think.

Mr. Rather. Quite a bit of life left in it,
you say. Mr. President, with respect, you
know as I know that in politics, a lot of it
is trying to pin a tail on somebody else. This
economy goes down even a little, it’s fairly
clear that the tail is going to be—at least
they’ll try to pin the tail on you.

The President. Well, they’ll have the
microphone, of course. But I think that
what—the American people hire us not so
much to place blame as to produce. And over
the long run, that’s how we’re all judged, I
think. And I don’t think any—at least no
economist thought we could continue to
grow at 5 percent a year indefinitely.

Interest Rates
Mr. Rather. Are you in favor of interest

rates staying low, or do you think they need
to be raised some or lowered some?

The President. Oh no, I think—well, no,
no, no. I think—I like low interest rates,
which is why we’ve been paying the debt
down. Now, if the Federal Reserve believes
that the economy is slowing too much, they
might want to cut short-term rates again and
try to get a little more investment going. And
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I think that that’s something that they have
under consideration.

I have found that, basically, Chairman
Greenspan has had a pro-growth policy. He’s
tried to see this economy grow as much as
it could without inflation. On a couple of oc-
casions over the last 8 years, he may have
made a call different than I would have made
it, but on the whole, I think he’s managed
this thing in a responsible way, and I’ve tried
to manage my part of it in a responsible way.
And that’s enabled us to have the longest ex-
pansion in history with low inflation.

You know, I’d just like to—when I took
office, the deficit of this country—the debt
had quadrupled, and the deficit was $295 bil-
lion. This year we’re going to pay off—we
will have paid off, in the last 3 years, $360
billion on the national debt. And I just
learned, about 30 minutes before we started
this interview, that with the budget we fin-
ished last weekend, we’re going to pay off
another $200 billion on the national debt. So
we will have paid down $560 billion on the
national debt over 4 years. Now, that’s a huge
impact to keep interest rates low and growth
high.

So I still think they can—if this thing is
managed properly, I think they’ll have some
more growth here. Now, like I said, I don’t
know—no one knows how much you can
combine the entrepreneurial spirit of the
American people, the explosion of tech-
nology and productivity growth, and proper
Government policies, and how long you can
keep this going. No one knows the answer
to that, but I think they can—I think we can
keep it going quite a while longer.

Mr. Rather. So to move on, are you in
favor or not in favor of cutting interest rates
now?

The President. For 8 years, I have refused
to second-guess the Fed publicly, and I don’t
think I should change as I’m going out the
door. The press indicates that they have that
under advisement, that they’re thinking
about it. And it’s something I think they
ought to think about. It depends upon what
the data shows about how much they think
the economy is slowing. Everyone—they
wanted—the Fed’s raised interest rates, you
remember. They knew it had to slow some.
If we kept growing at 5 percent a year, there

was too big a risk we’d have an explosion
in inflation or an explosion of interest rates
or both.

But then we had the increased fuel prices,
which slowed things down some, and a few
other developments and some corrections in
some of the high-tech stocks. So I think
they’ve got it under consideration. I think
that if they do it, I think it will certainly be
an understandable decision.

But my point is, the thing that keeps inter-
est rates really low is the fact that we’re pay-
ing the debt off. That will keep interest rates
low, inflation low, and if we keep investing
in education, investing in technology, invest-
ing in scientific research, staying on the cut-
ting edge of change, and opening new mar-
kets around the world—something I think
that this incoming administration and I agree
on—I think that we’ve got quite a bit of life
left in the economy. The American people
are still working hard, and they’re very inno-
vative. So I expect them to have a good year
next year.

Advice for the President-Elect

Mr. Rather. Let’s have some fun. If you
could recommend one book that the incom-
ing President, George Bush, should read,
what would it be?

The President. That’s hard. But if it were
only one book, I’d probably tell him to read
David Herbert Donald’s biography of Abra-
ham Lincoln.

Mr. Rather. If you could recommend he
see one movie that you think might help him
in his years here, however long they would
be, what would that be?

The President. ‘‘High Noon,’’ because
Gary Cooper does the right thing, even when
people leave him, and even though he’s
scared, he doesn’t pretend to be macho. He’s
scared to death, and he does the right thing
anyway.

Washington Politics

Mr. Rather. You’re not going to believe
this, but when I went over with my staff what
your answer would be, I told them, ‘‘High
Noon.’’ I want you to check it later. [Laugh-
ter]
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Let’s move along. When you look back
over your 8 years, what’s the one thing now
that you wish you had known 8 years ago?

The President. Oh, boy, that’s hard to an-
swer. There are so many things I wish I had
known 8 years ago. But I wish I had under-
stood better, 8 years ago, exactly how what
I do here both is seen by and reacted to by
Congress and by the American people, better
than I did then. I could give you lots of exam-
ples, but I think if I had done that, I think
a lot of the—some of the early conflicts that
I had would have been different.

I also wish I had understood better than
I did when I came here the different views
generally held by the two parties on the na-
ture of political power and its uses in Wash-
ington—ways that I just didn’t understand
then.

1993 Economic Plan Legislation
Mr. Rather. Your finest hour as Presi-

dent?
The President. That’s very, very hard to

say. I had a lot of great times, for which I’m
very grateful. But I think when we prevailed
in both Houses by one vote on the economic
plan in ’93, that’s what really turned the
economy around and made possible so much
else that happened. If we hadn’t had a func-
tioning economy, I don’t believe the welfare
reform efforts would have worked as well as
they have; I don’t think the family leave law
would have benefited 25 million people; I
doubt if the crime rate would have gone
down for 8 years in a row, even though we
had a good crime policy; and I’m not sure
I would have had the support from the Amer-
ican people to end the ethnic cleansing in
Bosnia and Kosovo, or be involved as I was
in Northern Ireland, the Middle East, a lot
of other places. We might have had too much
trouble here at home for me to do that. It
probably—the fact that we had that lonely
battle that only succeeded by one vote prob-
ably made so much else possible.

Somalia
Mr. Rather. Your darkest hour?
The President. I’ve had more than one

of them, too. But certainly one of them was
when those 18 American soldiers were killed
in Somalia. It was awful, because of the cir-

cumstances, which I hope to be able to talk
about in some detail someday. But to lose
them all in what was a humanitarian mission,
because they were asked to try to arrest a
person who had been responsible for killing
our Pakistani comrades who were there also
on a humanitarian mission, and then to wind
up with all those Somalis dead and losing 18
of our people, it was a dark day.

Impeachment
Mr. Rather. Impeachment had to be a

dark day.
The President. Well, by the time they got

around to voting, I knew what was going to
happen. And I didn’t—no, my darkest day
came long before that when I had to come
to terms with the fact that I made a terrible
personal mistake, which I tried to correct in
private and which then got dragged into pub-
lic. That was dark for me. By the time they
got around to voting on impeachment, I
knew what it was, and it didn’t have any—
I felt that to me, if we could defeat impeach-
ment, it was like the second big battle of the
Gingrich revolution. The first was when they
shut the Government down, and that was the
second one.

That doesn’t mean that I didn’t make a
terrible mistake, but there were 800 people,
including a lot of Republicans, who were
legal and constitutional scholars, who wrote
a letter saying this was not an impeachable
offense and shouldn’t even be considered.
And they all knew that, too. That was a polit-
ical battle we were involved in. I didn’t seek
it. I didn’t want to fight it, but I was only
too happy to take it up, because I believe
the real purpose of it was to try to weaken
me and our side and what we believed in,
and to strengthen their side and what they
believed in.

Mr. Rather. In that, they succeeded.
The President. Well, I’m not sure they

did. In 1998 we won seats in the House of
Representatives for the first time since 1822
in the sixth year of a President’s term. So
I’m not sure they did. It may be that after
the fact that what they did will acquire some
historical legitimacy. But what I regret about
that was what I did wrong, not the fact that
they impeached me, because that was wrong,
too. I agreed with Joe Lieberman, as I said
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at the time. I agreed with what he said, that
what I did was wrong and what they did was
wrong. And I think that’s the way history will
record it.

President-Elect George W. Bush
Mr. Rather. Mr. President, the clock rolls.

Allow me to pick up the pace a little. I want
to read you off a list and ask you to tell me
the first thing that comes into your mind.

George W. Bush.
The President. President-elect.
Mr. Rather. Like him?
The President. I don’t know him very

well. I like his father very much, and I’ve
actually had more contact with his brother,
who is the Governor of Florida, than I have
with him. But I have a lot of friends in Texas
who like him, who say he’s a good man, like
his wife very much, like his daughters. And
I hope he’ll succeed.

Vice President Al Gore
Mr. Rather. We’ll go down the list, and

we’ll stop on each one.
Al Gore.
The President. Best Vice President this

country ever had, a partner who without I
could not have been successful as President.

Former Speaker Newt Gingrich
Mr. Rather. Newt Gingrich.
The President. A brilliant adversary and

a complicated man.
Mr. Rather. A bit of an adversary?
The President. Brilliant. A brilliant adver-

sary.
Mr. Rather. Brilliant adversary.
The President. And a complicated man.

He’s a complicated man, interesting man.

National Rifle Association
Mr. Rather. The National Rifle Associa-

tion.
The President. An effective adversary, but

I think, on balance, a negative force, because
they’re trying to convince their people that
we’re trying to do something we’re not trying
to do.

Mr. Rather. Which is?
The President. Take everybody’s guns

away. That’s why I like giving speeches in
debate with them, because I always tell ev-

erybody I talk to, if you missed a day in the
deer woods or a single sport shooting contest,
you ought to vote against me and our whole
crowd. But if you didn’t, they must be telling
you something that’s not true here. Let’s look
at what we’re really for.

So I think the NRA did a lot of good things
in Arkansas when I was there—hunter edu-
cation programs; they helped me resolve
some property disputes. They really did some
good things, but now they’re just into terri-
fying people and building their membership
and raising money. And it’s just not true
we’re trying to take their guns away. It’s just
not true that we’ve interfered with legitimate
hunters and sports people. And it’s just not
true that we’ve done enough in America to
protect people from the dangers of criminals
and kids having guns.

But you’ve got to give it to them; they’ve
done a good job. They’ve probably had more
to do than anyone else in the fact we didn’t
win the House this time, and they hurt Al
Gore.

Attorney General Janet Reno
Mr. Rather. Going on down the list, Janet

Reno.
The President. Good woman, tried really

hard to do a good job. She’s a good person.

Virginia Kelley
Mr. Rather. Your mother.
The President. First thing that comes to

my mind? I still miss her every day.

First Lady Hillary Clinton
Mr. Rather. Hillary Rodham Clinton.
The President. I love her, and I’m really

proud of her.

Chelsea Clinton
Mr. Rather. Chelsea.
The President. I love her, and I’m really

proud of her.
Mr. Rather. Do you expect her to run for

something some day?
The President. Oh, Lord, I kind of doubt

it. Although, I’m proud of her; she got into
this deal helping her mom, and she traveled
with me some when Hillary couldn’t go the
last year and 3 or 4 months. She cares about
public issues and public life, and she’s got
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a big heart. And she’s really interested in all
of it, but I don’t know that she would ever
run for office. But if she did, if she wanted
to do it, I’d sure support her and do whatever
I could to help her. But it’s totally up to her.

Lincoln Bedroom
Mr. Rather. The Lincoln Bedroom.
The President. It’s the place where Lin-

coln freed the slaves.

Whitewater
Mr. Rather. Whitewater.
The President. Biggest bogus issue in

modern American politics—classic. It was a
fraud from the get-go, and a lot of the people
that were propagating it knew it was a fraud.
And in that sense, people will look at this
years from now and be amazed that anybody
rode it as hard as they did for as long as
they did.

Independent Counsel Kenneth Starr
Mr. Rather. Special Prosecutor Kenneth

Starr. Independent Counsel.
The President. First title is better than

the second. But I don’t have any—he just
did what he was supposed to do. I don’t have
any particular bad feelings about him.

Mr. Rather. He did what he was supposed
to do?

The President. Yes.
Mr. Rather. What was he supposed to do?
The President. They put him in there be-

cause Fiske was a fair, balanced man, and
the whole thing was going to be over before
the ’96 election, and they didn’t want that.
And so they put him in there, said, ‘‘Drag
it out and get a bigger body count.’’ And
that’s—he just did what he was supposed to
do.

But I don’t really have any—that group,
that faction of the Republican Party con-
trolled those independent counsels, and
that’s what they did. But I don’t have any
personal animosity toward him like that. I
mean, he really—he’s part of that crowd, and
they really believe it. They think that what-
ever they do to our side is okay, and that’s
what they really believe.

I didn’t—I underestimated that when I got
here. I just didn’t really believe it. I always
had good relationships with Republicans at

home, even very conservative ones, members
of the so-called Christian right. We always
dealt with issues head up. And I just didn’t
understand that before I got here, but once
I figured out what the deal was, I could sort
of let it go. I realized they just had a different
world view than I did.

Republican Leadership in Congress
Mr. Rather. At the end of my list—well,

first, the Republican leadership on Capitol
Hill.

The President. We got a lot done together
and could have gotten more done if they
hadn’t given their rightwingers veto power
from time to time. For example, we had—
look what we got done this year. We just
passed the best education budget of my en-
tire 8 years as President, huge increases for
after-school programs, school modernization
and repair, nearly doubled the number of
kids in the after-school programs, big in-
crease in Head Start. We’ve now done more
to expand college access than anything since
the GI bill. We passed the China trade bill,
the Africa-Caribbean Basin trade bill. And
we took the earnings limit off of Social Secu-
rity. We did a bunch of stuff this year, and
we did for the last 6 years.

But we have a majority in the Congress—
in this Congress, not the new one coming
in, in the one that went out—we had a major-
ity for campaign finance reform. We had a
majority for a Patients’ Bill of Rights. We
had a majority for an increase in the min-
imum wage. I believe we had a majority for
closing the gun show loophole.

Mr. Rather. But you couldn’t get that
through.

The President. No, because the rightwing
blocked the leadership from letting us have
a full and fair vote on that. So that I regret.
But I worked with them, and I have very—
personally, I like Senator Lott; I like Speaker
Hastert. I’ve even acquired——

Mr. Rather. Do you like Tom DeLay?
The President. I’ve even acquired a rath-

er jovial relationship with Dick Armey. We’ve
gotten to where we joke around with each
other.

I think—Tom DeLay I don’t know as well.
I told him, I said, the only thing he ever said
about me that really hurt my feelings was
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when he said he didn’t believe my golf handi-
cap was as low as it was. And I sent him—
I think I sent him a score that was in the
Syracuse newspaper. [Laughter] But Tom
DeLay worked with Hillary. They both got
an award—Tom DeLay and Hillary both got
an award from an adoption group because
they’d done so much to try to facilitate adop-
tions. And that’s the one area that I found
real common ground with him on, that I
think he’s really genuine on.

My problem with him is, his whole view
about how you should treat your opponents
is very different from mine. I just think he’s
got a total scorch-and-burn policy: take them
out, whatever the cost, whatever you have
to do. And he’s real nice about it. If you
smile, you’d have a very cordial conversation
with him. I think he really believes that. I
think he thinks that’s the way you’re sup-
posed to treat your political opponents. And
I just don’t agree with that.

For example, I never would have sent—
I wouldn’t let someone from the White
House go to a contested State and try to in-
timidate vote counters. I wouldn’t do that.
I just don’t believe that. That’s not who I
am. I don’t think—I think that a great coun-
try has to have some voluntary restraint on
the exercise of authority. But he’s a very able
guy, and if you don’t stand up to him, he’ll
run right over you. So he’s a worthy adver-
sary.

Monica Lewinsky
Mr. Rather. At the end of my list—and

you expect it—Monica Lewinsky.
The President. Sad chapter in my life that

I wish were not public, but it’s in the past.
And for her, I wish her well. I hope she has
a good life.

Mr. Rather. Do you take the responsi-
bility, the personal responsibility, full respon-
sibility?

The President. Absolutely. I did, and I
do.

President’s Future Plans
Mr. Rather. There was a report today

you’re thinking about hosting a television
program. Anything to that?

The President. [Laughter] No. You guys
make more money than I have, though.

Maybe it’s not a bad idea. I hear it costs a
lot of money to support a Senator. Maybe
I ought to look into it. [Laughter]

Mr. Rather. Don’t believe everything you
read, Mr. President. [Laughter]

The President. I don’t have an offer on
the table. Is CBS getting into the bidding
here? [Laughter]

Mr. Rather. What about running for
something? Are you going to run for mayor
of New York?

The President. No.
Mr. Rather. Governor of Arkansas?
The President. No.
Mr. Rather. Governor of——
The President. I loved it—no. Let me just

say something about running. I think it’s very
important that—first of all, I need to take
a couple of months and just go down. I need
some rest. I’ve been working like crazy for
27 years. And I want to help Hillary, however
I can, to succeed, because I think she—I’m
so proud of her, and I think she is immensely
talented, and I think she’ll do very well. But
I’ve got to support my family. I want to try—
I’ve never had a chance to save any money.
I want to try to save some, so they will be
all right if anything happens to me. I’ve got
to make sure we’ve paid all our bills. And
I want to have some time to rest and just
be a private citizen again.

And then what I would like to do is to
find a way to be a useful—to use all this in-
credible opportunity I’ve had as President to
work on things that I care most about, here
in the United States and around the world,
but to do it in a way that does not in any
inappropriate fashion get underfoot of the
next President. I don’t want to do that. I just
want to try to be a good citizen.

And I think there have been two truly
great former Presidents in terms of their
public service, John Quincy Adams and
Jimmy Carter.

Mr. Rather. John Quincy Adams because
he went back and served in the House?

The President. He went back and served
in the House, and he served 16 years—or
served 8 terms, anyway——

Mr. Rather. Any chance you would do
something like that?

The President. ——and he’s great. Well,
let me finish. Then William Howard Taft
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went on the Supreme Court, served with
some distinction. And for some years, Teddy
Roosevelt kind of organized another political
movement. Herbert Hoover did a lot of good.
He went out and headed the commission for
President Truman. So they also did well.
Thomas Jefferson did some productive things
after he left the White House. So there’s evi-
dence that if you don’t just vegetate, you can
do some good. And I’m going to try to use
my center and foundation to do some really
good things.

But I think that what I need to do is, I
just need a little time to sort of decompress.
And like I said, I want to try to take care
of my family and just see what happens. But
I care a lot—I just gave a speech in Coventry
at the University of Warwick for Tony Blair,
talking about, sort of, these big issues for the
21st century.

Mr. Rather. Your globalization speech.
The President. Yes. How do you put a

human face on a global economy? How do
you empower poor people in America and
around the world? What are we going to real-
ly do about AIDS and the breakdown of pub-
lic health systems around the world? How
are we going to figure out—how do you deal
with global warming and still have economies
growing? Unless we can break the link be-
tween putting more stuff into the air, green-
house gases, and getting richer, we’re going
to have a disaster on our hands, because peo-
ple are not going to agree not to become
wealthier, and they shouldn’t. These big
questions, these are things that I care about.

I ran for the White House—sometimes I
feel like a fish out of water, especially like
this interview. We spent more than half our
time on kind of like political questions. But
the reason that I had some success as Presi-
dent, I’m convinced more than anything else,
is that I always thought Presidential elections
and Presidential administrations were about
ideas that resonated with the values of the
American people but were appropriate to the
present and the future. And I still believe
that.

If somebody asked me for advice, I’d say,
‘‘Figure out what you believe, what’s your
vision of America; come up with a strategy
to achieve it; then make your specific tactical

move here. Decide what ideas you’re going
to push.’’ I think that’s very important.

So when I’m not President, that’s what I
think I ought to be doing, fighting for the
things that I believe in, helping the people
that I’d like to help, people that would be—
people or problems that would be ignored
by a lot of other people. So I hope I can
do that. That’s what I care about.

And finally, of course, the great work of
my life has been in racial and religious and
ethnic reconciliation. And I’ve tried to carry
it forward here as President. And I hope I’ll
be able to make a contribution on that in
the future.

Residences in Chappaqua and
Georgetown

Mr. Rather. Mr. President, the clock is
running quickly here. First of all, are you and
the First Lady planning on selling the place
in Chappaqua, New York?

The President. Gosh, I hope not. I’ve
gone to a lot of trouble to fix that place up.

Mr. Rather. Are you buying a place here
in Washington, in Georgetown?

The President. [Laughter] I don’t know.
But you’ve got to have a place to live here.
And I hope—we’ll either have to rent a place
or buy a place, and we’ll figure out what to
do about it. But——

Mr. Rather. Haven’t bought one yet?
The President. No, we haven’t bought

one yet, and we’re definitely not going to sell
our place in Chappaqua if I’ve got anything
to say about it. We’ve just got it all fixed up.
We’ve done lots of work on that house. It’s
a delightful place. I’m going to have an office,
Presidential office, in New York City. I’ll
have a—I’ll have my transition office here
for 6 months, but I’ll have my permanent
office up there. And I’ll have the home in
Chappaqua, and I expect we’ll spend virtually
all of our weekends there. But you’ve got to
have a place to sleep down here.

First Lady’s Memoirs
Mr. Rather. Now, the First Lady is going

to be paid now—I’ll go to my notes here be-
cause this figure is a whopping figure—$8
million for her memoirs. What is she going
to say about you in that book?
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The President. [Laughter] I don’t know.
I don’t know if there’s $8 million worth to
say. You all know it all already. But she’s had
two bestsellers, and she gave all the money
away from the first one. The second is on
the best-seller list, the book on the White
House now. It’s a really good book, I think.
And she’s given all the money away to that.
So she just auctioned this one. I think she
was probably as surprised as anybody that
the auction brought that price. But the pub-
lisher that won it published her other best-
sellers. I guess they think she’s got a third
one in her.

Mr. Rather. I want to say this respectfully,
Mr. President, surely you don’t want her
writing about Paula Jones, Monica Lewinsky,
and all those things again. Is she likely to
do that?

The President. You ought to ask her. She
can write about whatever she wants. I tell
you, I bet it will be a good book.

Senator-Elect Hillary Clinton’s Political
Future

Mr. Rather. The First Lady’s future. It’s
assumed among Democrats she’s going to
run for President. I guess the question is,
does she do it in 2004 or 2008?

The President. Well, I’ll tell you what I
believe. I believe that that’s worse than idle
speculation. I can tell you what I’ve urged
her to do. What I’ve urged her to do is, num-
ber one, solidify her roots and her ties with
the people of New York State; have an agen-
da for New York; have an agenda for Amer-
ica, because every Senator is a Senator on
American issues, too; stay on the forefront
of ideas, keep pushing and getting things
done; and the future will take care of itself.
But I think—she said she intends to serve
her term in the Senate, and I believe that’s
what she intends to do.

We already assume there are a lot of other
people who will run for President again 4
years from now, including the Vice President.
And of course, he would have a big leg up,
because he won the popular vote this time.

Mr. Rather. Do you consider him head
of the Democratic Party now?

The President. I certainly think he is the
leader of the party, and he won the elec-
tion—the popular vote, I mean. He won the

popular vote. And I think he will decide what
he’s going to do. Then other people will de-
cide what they’re going to do.

But look, the world will look entirely dif-
ferent—could look different 6 months from
now, a year from now. No one has any idea
what it will be like 4 years from now. When
I ran for President—this is why I said ideas
are the most important—when I started run-
ning for President in late ’91, my mother was
about the only person who thought I could
win. That’s not quite true; Hillary did. But
the incumbent President, President Bush,
had an approval rating of over 70 percent.
These things are not predictable. And I think
people waste so much energy thinking about
them and maneuvering.

I want Hillary to enjoy being a Senator
and to be the best Senator she can be. This
seat was held by Senator Moynihan and Rob-
ert Kennedy, and they were great Senators.
And that’s what I want for her.

Mr. Rather. You do, or do not, think it
is a given that she’ll one day run for Presi-
dent?

The President. Oh, I don’t think anything
is a given like that. I don’t think it’s a given
that any—if you could name me any person
in this country, Democrat or Republican, and
say, do you think it’s a given that they’ll run
for President, I would say no, because I
don’t.

Abraham Lincoln once said about this—
I think he’d always thought he’d run for
President. He’s the only person, apparently;
we forgive his ambition. He once said, ‘‘I will
work and get ready, and perhaps my chance
will come.’’ That’s about all anybody can do.
But no, I don’t know if any of them are going
to run.

Post-Presidential Legal Issues
Mr. Rather. Mr. President, I’m so sorry

to step on your line. I’m so afraid time will
run out on us. And you’ve been very gen-
erous with your time. Do you expect to be
indicted after you leave the Presidency, by
a current independent counsel, the successor
to Kenneth Starr?

The President. Well, that’s up to them.
We had a bipartisan panel of prosecutors tes-
tified in the Congress that no ordinary pros-
ecutor would do such a thing, would even
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think of it. There were five of them that testi-
fied to that. And the Republicans in the Con-
gress argued that they didn’t have to have
an indictable offense; you could impeach
somebody for something that you wouldn’t
indict them for.

So I don’t know. I may have more to say
about that later. Look, I don’t have any idea.
I don’t have any control over that, and I don’t
spend much time thinking about it. All I
know is, Whitewater was a fraud; the civil
lawsuit was a fraud. They knew that for a
long, long time; everybody did. And a lot of
innocent people have already been hurt for
purely political reasons. And if I had to do
it all over again, I still would, because the
country is in better shape.

So all I can tell you is, nothing can take
away my feeling of gratitude for having had
the chance to serve and my feeling of grati-
tude that it worked out so well for the Amer-
ican people.

Mr. Rather. Do you think President Bush
will pardon you to keep—possibly prevent an
indictment, or in case of indictment?

The President. I haven’t given any
thought to that. But I doubt it. I mean, no,
I haven’t thought about that.

Mr. Rather. There are those who say,
‘‘Look, it would be a great unifying thing for
the country,’’ quote, unquote, for him to do
that.

The President. Well, since I don’t believe
I should be charged, I don’t want that. I’ll
be happy to stand—I told you before, if that’s
what they want, I’ll be happy to stand and
fight.

Presidential Pardons
Mr. Rather. Speaking of pardons, you still

have your power to pardon people. True or
untrue that you’ve considered pardons for
the financier Milken, for Hubbell, for others
involved in the Whitewater case, and for the
killer of two FBI agents, Mr. Peltier? Any
truth to that?

The President. I have been asked to con-
sider pardons for hundreds and hundreds of
people, and we are reviewing them all. And
I will make decisions at an appropriate time.
I don’t want to discuss them until I make
the decision about them.

I’ll just mention one. On the Milken thing,
the main thing I’ve heard from there is the
people that are involved in prostate cancer,
because he’s been so active in that—I’ve
heard a lot from people who say, ‘‘He served
his time. He paid a big price. You ought to
do this because of the contribution he’s made
to the fight against prostate cancer.’’

Mr. Rather. It sounds like you might—
fair to say you might?

The President. No, it’s not fair to say I
will or I won’t. I haven’t made a decision
about that.

North Korea
Mr. Rather. Foreign policy, I wanted to

talk to you about your legacy on foreign pol-
icy. This time it didn’t work out that way.
Are you planning a trip to North Korea?

The President. I haven’t decided yet. We
worked hard with North Korea. We made
a big breakthrough there with the Secretary
of State going. I’d like to do what I can to
make sure that—we started this administra-
tion with the North Korea problem being the
number one national security threat to the
United States because of their nuclear pro-
gram. We terminated that, and we’re trying
to figure out a way to terminate the missile
program. If there was some way to do that,
I might consider doing it.

But I wanted to wait until we had a Presi-
dent-elect because they’ll have to have their
own Korea policy. It may be something they
prefer to do, maybe something they disagree
with doing. So I just thought, while I don’t
think that the President-elect should have a
veto—like I didn’t—President Bush went—
did the Somalia thing after the election 8
years ago—I think it should be something
that we discuss and we just try to work
through what the best thing for America’s
interest is.

Cuba
Mr. Rather. Do you agree or disagree that

U.S. policy in Cuba is out of step with your
approach on other countries and has more
to do with domestic policies and domestic
politics than it does, actually, foreign policy?

The President. Well, I think it had a great
deal to do with domestic policy and politics
for a long time, in the sense that we have
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a lot of people in America who were person-
ally hurt by the Castro regime and whose
families were hurt and who lost their prop-
erty, and they even lost their lives, lost their
loved ones. So it’s, in that sense, more per-
sonal. But I don’t think there’s any question
that we would have made more progress with
Cuba than we have if they hadn’t shot those
planes down and murdered those innocent
people a few years ago.

Mr. Rather. The ‘‘Castro regime’’ mean-
ing Fidel, himself?

The President. Yes. They shot those
Brothers to the Rescue planes down in bla-
tant violation of international law. We don’t
believe they were in Cuban territorial waters.
But even if they were in Cuban territorial
waters, it was illegal. Cuba is a signatory to
the Chicago convention, which specifically
says how you have to handle planes like that.
It governs what we do when we see planes
take off from South America, small planes
that we know are unarmed that may have
drugs on them. A lot of times we have to
follow them until they go down somewhere,
or do that. What they did, it was a deliberate
illegal killing.

Mr. Rather. That’s a matter of foreign pol-
icy.

The President. Yes. And when they did
that, the Congress reacted basically by pass-
ing the so-called Helms-Burton Act, which
dramatically restricted the ability of any
President to relax relations with Cuba. And
it made me wonder if the person in the whole
world that least wanted the embargo lifted
was Fidel Castro. I mean, I’ve often won-
dered whether he and the people in America
that don’t want any change in relations are
in some sort of unconscious dance with each
other, because as long as that embargo is
there, he’s got an excuse for the failures of
his regime.

China
Mr. Rather. Mr. President, last question,

China. There are reports out of China that
they’re razing church buildings, blowing
them up, burning them down, on the eve
of Christmas. And they’ve been doing this
sort of thing for a year and a half. Are you
now ready to recommend that the United
States back this resolution at Geneva, before

the United Nations Human Rights Commis-
sion, to condemn this kind of thing?

The President. Well, let me say, I have
been—I have worked, I believe, as hard as
any President for religious liberty at home
and around the world, even for people who
disagree with me on a lot of things. And I
have had innumerable conversations with
Jiang Zemin and with other Chinese officials
about this. I think that their view that people
who have strong religious convictions rep-
resent a political threat is just wrong. So I
will do what I think is appropriate at the time
on this.

Mr. Rather. Does that include consid-
ering backing this resolution?

The President. I gave an answer. That’s
all the answer I want to give right now.

Mr. Rather. Mr. President, you have been
very generous with your time, and I appre-
ciate it.

The President. Thank you, Dan.
Mr. Rather. Thank you.
The President. Thank you.

NOTE: The interview was taped at 4:28 p.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House for later
broadcast. In his remarks, the President referred
to Cuban youth Elian Gonzalez, rescued off the
coast of Florida on November 25, 1999, who re-
turned to Cuba on June 28, 2000; Senator Joseph
Lieberman; Prime Minister Tony Blair of the
United Kingdom; and President Jiang Zemin of
China. The transcript was embargoed for release
by the Office of the Press Secretary until 9 p.m.
on December 19. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of this interview.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to
Discussions With President-Elect
George W. Bush
December 19, 2000

Advice for the President-Elect
Q. What’s your best advice——
President Clinton. Get a good team and

do what he thinks is right.

National Economy
Q. Mr. President-elect, you’ve spoken

about the economy, about problems with the
economy. Are you going to inherit a recession
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from President Clinton? And President Clin-
ton, what are your thoughts about that?

President-elect Bush. I really don’t have
any comments. I look forward to talking to
the President. I’m so honored that he ex-
tended his hospitality to me and my wife yes-
terday. He didn’t need to do this, and I’m
most grateful that he would do so.

Q. [Inaudible]—what do you think about
a recession?

President Clinton. Well, a recession is
two quarters in a row of negative growth. I
don’t think we’re going to have that. But we
couldn’t keep up 5 percent growth a year for-
ever. I think 49 of the 50 blue chip fore-
casters think that growth will be 2.5 percent
or better next year, and that will keep unem-
ployment low. But I think there will be things
to be managed. He’ll have economic chal-
lenges, and you ought to give him a chance
to meet them, if not try to figure it all out
in advance.

Advice for the President-Elect
Q. Are you going to——
Q. What advice do you have for him, Mr.

President?
Q. [Inaudible].
President Clinton. My only advice to any-

body in this is just to get a good team and
do what you think is right.

North Korea
Q. Are you going to North Korea?
President Clinton. No decision has been

made on that. We’ve been talking, our people
have, about what we’ve attempted to do in
North Korea. It’s interesting, when I had this
meeting 8 years ago with the President-
elect’s father, he told me that the biggest
problem that we were facing was the nuclear
program in North Korea. And we were able
to build on the work they had done and put
an end to that.

And now the big problem there is the mis-
sile program. We may have a chance to put
an end to it, and if we can, I think we should.
But this is something that I want to consult
with the President-elect and his team about,
and we’ll see what the facts are, and I’ll try
to do what’s best for the country.

Q. Governor, I understand that you’re not
against him going, is that right?

President-elect Bush. I haven’t had a
chance to talk to the President yet, Helen
[Helen Thomas, United Press International].

President Clinton. We’ve got to talk
about this.

Discussion With the President-Elect
Q. What will you tell him is the biggest

problem, Mr. President?
President Clinton. I want to talk to him,

not you. [Laughter] He can talk about that.
I waited 8 years to say that. [Laughter]

The White House
Q. Governor, how different is it to come

to this house in your position now than what
it was as a family member?

President-elect Bush. It’s vastly different.
It’s such a huge honor to come as the Presi-
dent-elect. I don’t think I’ll really fully realize
the impact until I swear-in. I suspect the
President would say the same thing. I am
humbled and honored, and I can’t thank the
President enough for his hospitality. He
didn’t need to do this.

Q. Yes, he did. [Laughter] It’s protocol.
President-elect Bush. I hadn’t quite fin-

ished yet. [Laughter]
Q. Go ahead and finish.
President-elect Bush. And I’m grateful.

And I look forward to the discussion. I’m
here to listen. And if the President is kind
enough to offer some advice, if he is, I will
take it in.

Q. Are there questions you have for the
President, sir?

President-elect Bush. If there are, I’m
going to ask it in private—and afterwards not
share them with you.

NOTE: The exchange began at 11:27 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this ex-
change.

Statement on the Outcome of a
NATO Foreign Ministers
Meeting in Brussels
December 19, 2000

I am very pleased with the outcome of
NATO’s foreign ministers meeting in Brus-
sels last week. Secretary Albright and her
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NATO colleagues reaffirmed the Alliance’s
commitment to peace, democracy, and re-
spect for human rights throughout southeast
Europe. They also reviewed the important
progress we have made towards meeting our
April 1999 Washington summit commit-
ments—including improving our defense ca-
pabilities, increasing efforts against weapons
of mass destruction, and reviewing the en-
largement process at our next summit, to take
place no later than 2002. I applaud the selec-
tion of Prague as the site for the next NATO
summit. The Czech Republic under Presi-
dent Havel has been a driving force in the
continued integration of Europe.

Working closely with the EU, NATO also
has advanced the goals we set at the Wash-
ington summit for strengthening European
defense capabilities. I welcome the agree-
ment at the EU’s Nice summit to improve
Europe’s ability to act in times of crises and
to put arrangements in place for close col-
laboration with NATO. NATO Defense and
Foreign Ministers also acted to establish a
strategic partnership with the EU. These ef-
forts will strengthen NATO’s European pil-
lar, promote the EU’s ability to manage crises
where NATO is not engaged, and reinforce
our transatlantic ties.

We still have work to do to implement
these arrangements and strengthen the hab-
its of cooperation that have been NATO’s
hallmark since the end of the cold war. The
United States looks forward to working with
our European allies and partners to enhance
our partnership and advance our common
goals.

Memorandum of Disapproval on the
‘‘Bankruptcy Reform Act of 2000’’
December 19, 2000

I have withheld my approval of H.R. 2415,
the Bankruptcy Reform Act of 2000. I firmly
believe that Americans would benefit from
bankruptcy reform legislation that would
stem abuse of the bankruptcy system by, and
encourage responsibility of, debtors and
creditors alike. Unfortunately, this bill is not
balanced reform and it omits critical lan-
guage to require accountability and responsi-
bility from those who unlawfully bar access

to legal health services. I hope the next Con-
gress can work in a bipartisan spirit to enact
balanced legislation.

Over the past several months, my Adminis-
tration has engaged in a good faith effort to
reach agreement with the bill’s proponents
on a number of outstanding issues. With this
goal in mind, we have pursued negotiations
notwithstanding my deep concern that the
bill failed to address some creditor abuses
and also unnecessarily disadvantaged all
debtors to stem abuses by a few.

An agreement was reached in those nego-
tiations on an essential issue—limiting home-
stead exemptions—with compromises made
on both sides. Unfortunately, H.R. 2415 fails
to incorporate that agreement, instead re-
verting to a provision that my Administration
has repeatedly said was fundamentally flawed
and contrary to the central premise of this
legislation: that debtors who truly have the
capacity to repay a portion of their debts do
so. The agreement would have benefited not
only those debtors’ creditors but also all other
debtors through lower credit costs. In con-
trast, the current bill’s unlimited homestead
exemptions allow debtors who own lavish
homes to shield their mansions from their
creditors, while moderate-income debtors,
especially those who rent, must live frugally
under rigid repayment plans for 5 to 7 years.
This loophole for the wealthy is fundamen-
tally unfair and must be closed. And the in-
clusion of a provision that limits—to some
degree—a wealthy debtor’s capacity to move
assets before bankruptcy into a home in a
State with an unlimited homestead exemp-
tion does not ameliorate the glaring omission
of a real homestead cap.

Moreover, I have made clear that bank-
ruptcy legislation must require accountability
and responsibility from those who unlawfully
bar access to legal health services. Far too
often, we have seen doctors, health profes-
sionals, and their patients victimized by those
who espouse and practice violence at health
care clinics. The Congress and the States
have established remedies for those who suf-
fer as a result of these tactics. However, we
are increasingly seeing the use of the bank-
ruptcy system as a strategic tool by those who
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seek to promote clinic violence while shield-
ing themselves from personal liability and re-
sponsibility. It is critical that we shut down
this abusive use of our bankruptcy system
and prevent endless litigation that threatens
the court-ordered remedies owed to victims
of clinic violence. The Senate was right in
its bipartisan vote of 80–17 to adopt an
amendment that would effectively close
down any potential for this abuse of the
Bankruptcy Code. Nonetheless, this critical
provision was dropped from the final bill
without public debate, and I fail to under-
stand why the bill’s proponents refuse to in-
clude this consensus provision to shut down
the use of bankruptcy to avoid responsibility
for clinic violence.

On the positive side, the bill would im-
prove credit card disclosures—although
more can and should be done—and impose
limitations on misleading creditor practices
that encourage debtors to reaffirm discharge-
able debts on potentially unfavorable terms.
However, these beneficial provisions are out-
weighed by the bill’s flaws and omissions.

I would have signed a balanced bankruptcy
reform bill that addressed known abuses,
without tilting the playing field against those
debtors who genuinely turn to bankruptcy for
a fresh start. I have withheld my approval
of H.R. 2415 because it does not strike the
right balance.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
December 19, 2000.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on United
States Participation in the United
Nations

December 19, 2000

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
I am pleased to transmit herewith a report

of the participation of the United States in
the United Nations and its affiliated agencies
during calendar year 1999. The report is re-

quired by the United Nations Participation
Act (Public Law 79-264).

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. An
original was not available for verification of the
content of this letter.

Memorandum on Assistance to the
Government of Serbia and the
Government of Montenegro
December 19, 2000

Presidential Determination No. 2001–07

Memorandum for the Secretary of Defense,
the Secretary of the Treasury

Subject: Presidential Certification to Waive
Application of Restrictions on Assistance to
the Government of Serbia and the
Government of Montenegro

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by
the laws of the United States, including sec-
tion 1511 of the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 1994 (Public Law
103-160), I hereby certify to the Congress
that I have determined that the waiver of
the application of subsections 1511(b) and (c)
of Public Law 103–160 is necessary to
achieve a negotiated settlement of the con-
flict in Bosnia-Herzegovina that is acceptable
to the parties, to the extent that such provi-
sions apply to the furnishing of assistance to
the Government of Serbia and to the support
of assistance from international financial in-
stitutions to the Government of Serbia and
the Government of Montenegro.

Therefore, I hereby waive the application
of these provisions with respect to such as-
sistance and support. The Secretary of De-
fense is authorized and directed to transmit
a copy of this determination to the Congress
and arrange for its publication in the Federal
Register.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on December 20.
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Remarks on Presenting the Arts and
Humanities Awards
December 20, 2000

The President. Thank you very much,
Senator. [Laughter] I’m trying to get in the
habit here, you know? [Laughter]

If I might, I’d just like to say a word of
appreciation to all those Hillary has men-
tioned, to the young people who entertained
us at the beginning, who I thought were won-
derful, to the Members of Congress who
have supported these endeavors.

But I’d also like to thank Hillary for what
she has done. She has been the Honorary
Chair of the President’s Committee on Arts
and Humanities, a strong advocate for the
National Endowment for the Arts and the
National Endowment for the Humanities,
the driving force behind our Millennial Eve-
nings and our campaign to Save America’s
Treasures, which is the largest single historic
preservation movement in the history of the
United States. So I thank her for what she
has done.

It is true, as Hillary said, that this has been
for 8 years now a labor of love for me, be-
cause of my own personal history with the
arts and humanities. But each passing year
has convinced me more strongly of the im-
portance of every nation elevating the kind
of people we honor today and of the funda-
mental lessons of the human spirit being im-
parted in the broadest possible manner.

I think it is quite interesting that we live
in a time where there is more personal free-
dom than at any time in human history,
where, in the last few years for the very first
time, more than half the people on the globe
live under governments of their own choos-
ing. But in the aftermath of the cold war,
it’s almost as if an artificial lid had been lifted
off the darker spirits of people around the
world when we see this remarkable upsurge
of racial and religious and ethnic and tribal
warfare, sometimes leading to breathtaking
numbers of casualties and so often leading
to hatred and misunderstanding.

Mostly, if not always, the arts and human-
ities bring us together. By making us more
self-aware and more human they make us
more likely to understand our neighbors and
to be better neighbors ourselves. And so I

hope that in the years ahead, when we lit-
erally have an opportunity never before seen
in my lifetime to build a world of unprece-
dented peace and harmony and shared pros-
perity and interdependence, the work we
honor today will become more important to
every single American citizen.

That’s one of the reasons that I strongly
support the idea of a National Arts and Hu-
manities Day, which the President’s Com-
mittee on Arts and Humanities has rec-
ommended. And if I might, I would also like
to recognize as a group the recipients of the
Presidential Awards for Design Excellence,
given every 4 years by the National Govern-
ment’s General Services Administration, to
celebrate excellence in Federal design—the
things your Government builds with your tax
money.

They remind us that with a little vision,
we need not settle for the mundane when
it comes to the objects, arteries, and architec-
ture that the Government places in the world
around us. I’d like to especially thank Bob
Peck, the Commissioner of the Public Build-
ings Service, for his role in our doing better
with the Federal Government’s construction.
And I’d like to just mention the award win-
ning projects. Most of you will probably have
seen at least one of them, but you might want
to look for more as you move around Amer-
ica.

The new U.S. Census Bureau National
Data Processing Center in Bowie, Maryland;
the innovative U.S. Port of Entry in Calexico,
California; the wonderful refurbished Grand
Central Terminal in New York City; the soar-
ing sweep of Interstate 70 through Glenwood
Canyon, Colorado; the Mars Pathfinder Mis-
sion; the Franklin D. Roosevelt Memorial,
here in Washington; the National Park Serv-
ice’s Park Cultural Landscapes Program; the
Westside MAX light-rail system in Portland,
Oregon; and the Mayor’s Institute on City
Design, here in Washington.

I would like to ask the representatives of
each of these projects to stand and be hon-
ored by us. Please stand. [Applause]

Now, the honorees for the National Medal
of Arts.

Maya Angelou once wrote, ‘‘History, de-
spite its wrenching pain, cannot be unlived
and, if faced with courage, need not be lived
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again.’’ Offering us always the raw truth and
the eloquence of hope, Maya has shown our
world the redemptive healing power of art.
Author, actor, poet, professor, and, inciden-
tally, San Francisco’s first female streetcar
conductor—[laughter]—she has literally and
figuratively navigated life’s ups and downs.
[Laughter]

She has had a great impression on my life
and, as all of you know, wrote a magnificent
inaugural poem for our first inauguration in
January of 1993 called, ‘‘On The Pulse of
Morning.’’ I reread it again this morning, and
it still thrilled me. America owes Maya
Angelou a great debt for keeping us looking
toward the morning.

[Comdr. Michael M. Gilday, USN, Navy Aide
to the President, read the citation, and the
President presented the medal.]

As a boy growing up on a Tennessee farm,
Eddy Arnold learned to plow fields with
teams of mules and to play country music
on the guitar. Fortunately for us, when it
came time to pick a career, he made the same
decision that a lot of us young southerners
made: He did not want to work that hard
with the mules. [Laughter] He chose the gui-
tar, and country music has never been the
same.

In his career, he’s made records that broke
all records. His ‘‘Bouquet of Roses’’ stayed
on the charts longer than any country song
in history, even down to today. And he’s had
more hits than any other country artist. He
brought music into millions of homes across
America. I told him this morning when I met
him, I could still remember when I was a
very young boy listening to him sing on the
radio before my family even had a television.

He has earned the title, the ‘‘Ambassador
of Country Music,’’ and we are honored to
honor him today. Mr. Eddy Arnold.

[Commander Gilday read the citation, and
the President presented the medal.]

The President. Now, we honor the great-
est male classical dancer of our time, and one
of the greatest forces in American modern
dance, Mikhail Baryshnikov.

From his 1974 flight to freedom to his re-
interpretation of the classics, from his soaring
leaps to his bold forays into new forms, Mi-

khail Baryshnikov has taken risk after risk.
And they have paid off, not only for him but
for all the rest of us, as well.

His audiences have grown bigger and
broader, and he continues still to inspire us
again and again with a renewed sense of won-
der.

Thank you, Mikhail Baryshnikov.

[Commander Gilday read the citation, and
the President presented the medal.]

The President. Since I never had in my
whole life more than about a 6-inch vertical
jump—[laughter]—it was a great thrill for
me to give that award. [Laughter]

And because of my musical life, it is a great
thrill for me now to honor Benny Carter, a
force in the jazz world for over 75 years now.
He liked to say, ‘‘My good old days are here
and now.’’ This attitude, his enduring focus
on the future and the present, and his endur-
ing extraordinary talents help to explain how
he has marvelously, miraculously continued
to compose, arrange, teach, and perform
music that speaks to the human soul.

From the day he picked up his first alto
sax, the jazz world has never been the same.
Benny Carter, your entire life has been a
great riff to the human spirit. We honor you
today, still young, at 93.

[Commander Gilday, read the citation, and
the President presented the medal.]

The President. As a young painter just out
of art school, Chuck Close decided to spend
an entire year painting a single portrait. His
goal was nothing less than a new form of real-
ism that would honor people without embel-
lishment, in all their so-called imperfection.

That early artistic gamble would pay off,
not just for Chuck’s career but for all of us
who have had the provocative, often astound-
ing pleasure of seeing his art. Like many peo-
ple, I am always torn between stepping in
for a closer look and stepping back for a
broader perspective. That ambiguity is part
of what makes his art so powerful, so inter-
esting, so clearly a reflection of life itself.

I want to thank you, Chuck, for your
friendship to Hillary and me and for helping
us see in new ways.

Mr. Chuck Close.
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[Commander Gilday read the citation, and
the President presented the medal.]

The President. Believe it or not, the great
writer Horton Foote got his education at
Wharton—[laughter]—but not at the busi-
ness school. He grew up in the small town
of Wharton, Texas. His work is rooted in the
tales, the troubles, the heartbreak, and the
hopes of all he heard and saw there.

As a young man, he left Wharton to be-
come an actor and soon discovered the easi-
est way to get good parts: Write the plays
yourself. [Laughter] And he hasn’t stopped
since.

Among other things, he did a magnificent
job of adapting Harper Lee’s classic, ‘‘To Kill
A Mockingbird’’ for the silver screen and
writing his wonderful ‘‘A Trip To Bountiful’’
and so many other tales of family, commu-
nity, and the triumph of the human spirit.

Along the way, he’s won Academy Awards,
the Pulitzer Prize, and countless other hon-
ors. Today we add this honor for his lifetime
of artistic achievement and excellence.

Mr. Horton Foote.

[Commander Gilday read the citation, and
the President presented the medal.]

The President. In Chicago, there’s a
booming art and theater scene that rests, to
a remarkable extent, on the shoulders of one
man, Lew Manilow. A founder and past
president of the city’s renowned Museum of
Contemporary Art, Lew has personally do-
nated some of the finest pieces of contem-
porary art ever shown at the Art Institute of
Chicago. For 20 years, he has pursued his
vision of reestablishing a vibrant theater dis-
trict in Chicago’s North Loop. That vision,
too, is now becoming a reality.

President Roosevelt once said, ‘‘The condi-
tions for art and democracy are one.’’ Lewis
Manilow, philanthropist, collector, patron,
has spent his entire life creating those condi-
tions and sparking Chicago’s theater renais-
sance. I can also tell you, he is a remarkable
person and a good friend.

Mr. Lew Manilow, thank you very much.

[Commander Gilday read the citation, and
the President presented the medal.]

The President. For 30 years, National
Public Radio’s cultural programming division

has turned a small slice of the Nation’s air-
waves into a stage big enough to hold the
world. From the mechanics on ‘‘Car Talk’’—
[laughter]—to the music of ‘‘Carmen,’’ NPR
covers it all, enlightening and entertaining us
around the clock.

I don’t know how many years our family
has gotten up every morning to NPR blaring
away on Hillary’s radio. NPR plays a unique
role in America’s cultural and intellectual
life, examining with wit and wisdom the myr-
iad facets of the human condition, our na-
tional life, and the state of the world. We
are a better, more humane Nation for the
efforts of NPR.

NPR President Kevin Klose will accept
this medal, on behalf of his colleagues. And
we thank them all.

[Commander Gilday read the citation, and
the President presented the medal.]

The President. The art of Claes
Oldenburg has a deceptively simple purpose.
He once said his aim is to ‘‘face the facts
and learn their beauty.’’ For nearly a half
century, this pop art pioneer has done exactly
that. His sculptures and happenings begin in
commercial culture but quickly blur the lines
between painting and performance, art and
actual experience.

With his partner in art, and in life, Coosje
van Bruggen, Oldenburg has made monu-
ments to the mundane: a towering clothes
pin in a Philadelphia plaza; a massive match-
book on a hill in Barcelona; a buried bicycle
in a Paris park. Together, they have trans-
formed every day objects into enduring art
and added, I might add, a welcome sense
of whimsy to our public places. He’s touched
us all in that way, and we are grateful.

Thank you.

[Commander Gilday read the citation, and
the President presented the medal.]

The President. When Itzhak Perlman
plays his violin, he takes us to places we have
never been, where melodies linger in our
hearts long after the music has stopped.
From his concerts behind the Iron Curtain
to his classical recordings to his collabora-
tions with jazz and pop performers, Itzhak
Perlman makes music for the sheer joy of
it, reminding us that pure beauty can help
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us all to transcend ourselves and our dif-
ferences.

I must say, in all the times I’ve ever seen
him perform in person or on television, I am
always struck by the sheer energy, courage,
and happiness with which he has embraced
life, without pity or regret. He is an aston-
ishing musician, and we thank him for shar-
ing his gifts with us.

[Commander Gilday read the citation, and
the President presented the medal.]

The President. As a boy in New York City,
Harold Prince went to Broadway shows with
his family every weekend. It wasn’t long be-
fore the plays his family came to see were
his. [Laughter] By the age of 30, he had al-
ready produced four hit shows. Over a life-
time, he brought to the stage musical plays
and operas that have earned him a record
20 Tony Awards. From ‘‘West Side Story’’
to ‘‘Fiddler on the Roof’’ to ‘‘Phantom of the
Opera,’’ Hal Prince’s work has made America
and the world sing. Today we give our re-
gards to Broadway’s Prince.

Thank you, Hal Prince.

[Commander Gilday read the citation, and
the President presented the medal.]

The President. Few performing artists are
instantly recognized by only their first name.
But when you mention Barbra, the whole
world knows her voice, her face, her capacity
to touch the deepest chords of our being.

From the moment she won her first vocal
competition at a Manhattan club when she
was still a teenager, Barbra Streisand has
been without peer. Whether on stage, screen,
or in the director’s chair, whether in musi-
cals, comedies, or drama, she has been a sin-
gular presence. She won the Oscar, the
Grammy, the Emmy, the Peabody, because
she has a great mind, an enormous creative
capacity, a huge heart, and the voice of a
generation. I’m glad we have this one honor
left to give her, and I thank her for all she
has given us.

[Commander Gilday read the citation, and
the President presented the medal.]

The President. And now, the winners of
the National Humanities Medal.

If there is a common critique of the social
sciences, it is that their leading voices talk
often to each other but rarely to the rest of
us. This has never been the case with Robert
Bellah. For decades now, he has been raising
issues at the very heart of our national
identity and rejecting the easy answers. Like
Alexis de Tocqueville, whose legacy he has
studied, Robert Bellah understands the ten-
sion between two of America’s core values,
individuality and community.

His studies on the moral and religious
underpinnings of American civic life have
helped us to know better who we are as a
people and where we are headed as a nation.
And through some very difficult periods in
our Nation’s life, he has reminded us that
for all our enshrinement of individuality, we
can never make the most of our individual
lives unless we first are devoted to our shared
community.

Thank you, Robert Bellah, for priceless
gifts.

[Commander Gilday read the citation, and
the President presented the medal.]

The President. Scripture tells us to be
‘‘doers of the word, not hearers only.’’
William Davis Campbell is a doer. He has
devoted his life as a preacher and writer to
breaking down racial barriers. A member of
the National Council of Churches, he was
the only white minister asked by Dr. Martin
Luther King to attend the first Southern
Christian Leadership Conference. From
bailing demonstrators out of a Selma jail, to
escorting nine black students to Little Rock
Central High School, he was an unsung hero
of the civil rights struggle.

He has also authored 16 books, including
his remarkable memoir, ‘‘Brother to a Drag-
onfly.’’ Will Campbell said to me today when
I met him, he said, ‘‘You know, I’m just an-
other yellow dog from Mississippi.’’ [Laugh-
ter] And I said, ‘‘Well, there’s not many of
us left down there anymore.’’ [Laughter]
There don’t have to be many, as long as
there’s someone at every critical time for our
country like Will Campbell. He represents
the best of what it means to be an American,
and we thank him.

[Commander Gilday read the citation, and
the President presented the medal.]
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The President. Producing great television
documentaries is a passion Judy Crichton
comes by honestly. As a girl in the 1950’s,
her father, a pioneer network producer,
taught her to believe in the power of tele-
vision to communicate the grandeur and
tragedy of history and to illuminate the great
issues of the day.

In her own career as journalist, writer, and
producer, she has stayed true to that belief.
Traveling from war-torn African jungles to
dusty historical archives, she has produced
documentaries that not only have won pres-
tigious awards but very large audiences.

And in creating and producing the PBS
series ‘‘The American Experience,’’ she set
a new standard for what television documen-
taries can be. With talent, passion, and pur-
pose, Judy Crichton has elevated a medium
she loves and lifted all those who watch it.
We honor her today.

[Commander Gilday read the citation, and
the President presented the medal.]

The President. In a poem called, ‘‘The
Dream Keeper,’’ Langston Hughes once
wrote, ‘‘Bring me all your dreams, you
dreamers. Bring me all your heart melodies
that I might wrap them in a blue cloud-cloth,
away from the too-rough fingers of the
world.’’

David Driskell is a modern day dream
keeper. As one of the world’s foremost au-
thorities and collectors of African-American
art, he has devoted his life to keeping alive
the dreams of hundreds of artists and art
lovers.

In doing so, he has helped to lift the veil
on the struggles and triumphs of a people
and a nation yearning to be free. His vision,
creativity, scholarship, mentorship, and pas-
sion have touched the core of what it means
not only to be African-American but to be
human in a too-rough world.

Hillary and I thank him for helping to
bring us the first work by an African-Amer-
ican artist into the White House. Henry
Ossawa Tanner’s ‘‘Sand Dunes At Sunset, At-
lantic City.’’ For that and for more than four
decades of excellence in art, we are proud
to honor him today.

[Commander Gilday read the citation, and
the President presented the medal.]

The President. Ernest Gaines was born
on a sugarcane plantation near New Roads,
Louisiana, a town where, as he once put it,
‘‘There were places you couldn’t go, things
you couldn’t say, questions you couldn’t ask.’’
At least that was the case until he took up
writing.

It wasn’t until the age of 15 that he first
stumbled on the public library and discov-
ered Hemingway, Steinbeck, and Faulkner.
After that, he was never caught without a
book in his hand or a writing pad in his bag.

His best-selling book, ‘‘The Autobiography
Of Miss Jane Pittman,’’ made him an icon
in black literature. His last work, the remark-
able ‘‘A Lesson Before Dying,’’ won him a
National Book Critics Circle Award.

His body of work has taught us all that
the human spirit cannot be contained within
the boundaries of race or class.

Mr. Ernest Gaines.

[Commander Gilday read the citation, and
the President presented the medal.]

The President. Of all those whom we
honor today, none has traveled farther to be
with us than Herman Guerrero. He flew
10,000 miles from his home in the Northern
Mariana Islands. The son of a baker, he has
led the effort to preserve and promote the
rich history and culture of his beloved is-
lands, particularly the legacy of the
Chamorro people, who were nearly wiped
out by Spanish colonists in the 17th century.

‘‘Education and the humanities,’’ he once
said, ‘‘allows the people of the Northern Mar-
ianas to rediscover their identity.’’ By hon-
oring the past, Herman Guerrero is moving
the Northern Mariana Islands into the fu-
ture. Today we thank this baker’s son for rais-
ing the hopes and dreams of his people.

[Commander Gilday read the citation, and
the President presented the medal.]

The President. America has been blessed
with many outstanding musicians, com-
posers, writers, producers, arrangers, con-
ductors, actors, mentors, and humanitarians.
But there is only one person in our lifetime
who has displayed all these talents in unpar-
alleled excellence.

For more than 50 years, Quincy Jones has
stood as a true renaissance man of music,
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defying all the labels, daring to explore the
entire musical spectrum. From bebop to hip
hop, from pop to jazz, the breadth of his mu-
sical repertoire is only matched by the big-
ness of his heart. From South Central L.A.
to South Africa, he has emerged as one of
the leading humanitarians of our time, espe-
cially in his work to uplift and inspire young
people. He is an American treasure, and he
is my friend. And I am honored to join all
of you in saluting him today.

Mr. Quincy Jones.

[Commander Gilday read the citation, and
the President presented the medal.]

The President. Barbara Kingsolver writes
with beauty and wisdom about the ethnic and
cultural divides that challenge humanity. She
offers in novels and essay a compelling vision
of how they might be healed. From Indian
reservations to inner cities to the forests of
the Congo, she writes about our limitations
and our capacity to overcome them.

Above all, she reminds us of the value of
hope, telling us not to admire it from a dis-
tance but to live right in it, under its roof.
I have rarely seen an author that I thought
had a more direct impact on people who read
her works and loved them, including the two
women in my home. So Barbara Kingsolver,
we thank you for challenging our heart and
keeping us going.

[Commander Gilday read the citation, and
the President presented the medal.]

The President. Edmund Morgan is one
of the foremost historians of our colonial be-
ginnings. As an author and an educator, he
has shed new light on our history, from the
tyranny of slavery to the intellectual sparks
that set off the American Revolution. Histo-
rians and general readers alike have savored
his clear writing and clear thinking and his
knack for the human touch, the anecdote or
detail that brings history alive for every read-
er.

For more than 50 years now, he has
brought America’s own history alive for mil-
lions of us. And millions of us are grateful.

Mr. Edmund Morgan.

[Commander Gilday read the citation, and
the President presented the medal.]

The President. Toni Morrison once said,
‘‘The best art is political, and you ought to
be able to make it unquestionably political
and irrevocably beautiful at the same time.’’

For more than 30 years, she has been fol-
lowing her own advice. And in so doing, she
has blessed us with some of the most power-
ful, unflinching, and beautiful stories imag-
inable, while winning a Nobel Prize, a Pul-
itzer, and a beloved following of readers.

Hillary and I are fortunate to be among
her readers and her friends. But Toni
Morrison has not only earned an honored
place on Americans’ bookshelves; she has en-
tered America’s heart. She is, in so many
ways, remarkable. I don’t know how many
times I’ve heard her say something or seen
something she’s written and thought, ‘‘Gosh,
I wish I had thought of that.’’ [Laughter] I’m
glad we thought to honor her today.

Miss Toni Morrison.

[Commander Gilday read the citation, and
the President presented the medal.]

The President. Like many of us, Earl
Shorris first encountered the works of
Socrates and Plato as a freshman in college.
The only difference between him and most
of us is, he was only 13 years old at the time.
[Laughter]

That kindled a lifelong passion for the hu-
manities, a passion he has helped to pass on
to others from all walks of life. He knows
the humanities mean the most as a part of
people’s daily lives, not locked away in some
ivory tower or secret closet. His Clemente
program in the humanities has inspired thou-
sands of young people from hard-pressed
communities to pursue a college education.
Earl Shorris once said, ‘‘People who know
humanities become good citizens; they be-
come active, not acted upon.’’

Today we honor him for many things but
most especially for his work as a champion
of the humanities and as a very good citizen.

[Commander Gilday read the citation, and
the President presented the medal.]

The President. When Virginia Driving
Hawk Sneve was a young girl, she came
across an old, 20-volume encyclopedia called,
the ‘‘Book of Knowledge.’’ She read every
one of those tomes, cover to cover, twice.
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In the years since, her love of words and
a deep pride in her Native American heritage
have propelled her to write more than 20
books of her own, including several about her
Lakota Sioux people. A gifted teacher and
storyteller, she has devoted the past three
decades to educating children and others
about Native American culture, to breaking
down stereotypes and replacing them with
knowledge and understanding.

Her stories have helped us to better define
the American experience, to understand the
Native Americans who were here before the
rest of us had the good fortune to have our
ancestors arrive. We thank her for sharing
her timeless wisdom.

[Commander Gilday read the citation, and
the President presented the medal.]

The President. Ladies and gentlemen, we
thank you for joining us today to honor these
remarkable people. And I want to thank
them again for their remarkable work.

For 8 years now, Hillary and I have had
the honor of presiding over this ceremony.
I don’t think we’ve ever had a more stellar
group of honorees. But in each and every
one of those 8 years, I have again felt the
profound importance of preserving human
freedom, so that people like these will be
free to think and speak, create, to do their
work, to lift our better selves, and lead us
away from dark alleys and wrong paths. We
thank them, and we thank God that our
country is a place where people like them
can flourish.

God bless you all, and happy holidays.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:32 a.m. at
Constitution Hall.

Remarks on the Issuance of Final
Regulations on Protection of
Medical Records Privacy
December 20, 2000

Thank you. Well, first, I want to thank
Janlori Goldman for her wonderful remarks
and for her ongoing work in the area of
health privacy. I thank the representatives of
the doctors, nurses, consumers, and privacy
community who are here today and who add
input into this effort.

I would like to thank my great friend Sen-
ator Pat Leahy for being here and for his
strong support of privacy issues in the United
States Congress. As others have said, I want
to thank the entire team of people who
worked on this. They worked on this issue
for months and months and months. They
worked hard. Some of them worked, I might
add, at great personal sacrifice to themselves,
because of developments unrelated to this
issue, to get this out, because they believe
so strongly in what they were doing. And I
also would like to thank my Chief of Staff,
John Podesta, who has been a fanatic on this
issue in the best sense. [Laughter]

Now, I want to thank all the folks at HHS
for—Donna Shalala went over just some of
the things that we have done in this adminis-
tration over the last 8 years, thanks to all of
you at HHS. And she said you were begin-
ning to feel like Nebraska. [Laughter] But
look, there’s a big difference.

You know, they say that because of the
24-hour news cycle, we’re all in a permanent
campaign. And when you’re in a permanent
campaign, it’s hard to take the time to go
to someplace you have no chance of win-
ning—Nebraska—[laughter]—or someplace
you have no chance of losing—the HHS
Building. Right? So—[laughter].

I might say, just parenthetically, I had a
wonderful time in Kearney, Nebraska, and
in Omaha, and you would be amazed at all
the letters I’ve gotten. I have already re-
ceived more letters than I thought there were
Democrats in the State of Nebraska. [Laugh-
ter] It was quite wonderful. So I’m grateful.

I want to thank all of you, and especially
Donna Shalala, for these last 8 years. I be-
lieve that Donna Shalala is a superb leader,
a great administrator, always full of energy.
You will be happy to know, and not surprised,
that she has steadfastly defended the people
who work at the Department of Health and
Human Services in pitched battles at the
White House over various issues.

You guys have so much responsibility over
so many things, every day you get a new
chance to wreck an administration. [Laugh-
ter] The fact that you somehow managed to
avoid doing so, and along the way to get us
up to record levels of childhood immuniza-
tion, to get the number of people without
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health insurance going down for the first
time in a dozen years, to involve women and
seniors in clinical trials to an unprecedented
extent, to add 24, 25 years to the Medicare
Trust Fund and 2.5 million kids to the ranks
of insured, and do so many other things, to
be a positive force in the welfare reform
movement, is a real tribute to you, but I
think, also, to Donna Shalala and her remark-
able tenure as the leader of this department.

And she makes it fun, you know? Now
she’s going to become president of the Uni-
versity of Miami. We’re just sort of a way
station on her move south. She was at Wis-
consin and then here and then going to
Miami. I think you can confidently predict
two or three things that will flow out of her
tenure there: She will improve the academic
quality of the institution; the football team
will get even better—[laughter]; and they
will do whatever is necessary to clarify the
voting procedures in Dade County.

Look, we’re having a good time today, but
I want to take a moment to be very, very
serious. We say that we are a free nation in
a world growing increasingly free. And in so
many ways, that is literally true. During the
period in which I was President, I was fortu-
nate enough to serve here at a time when,
for the first time in all of human history,
more than half the people on the globe live
under governments of their own choosing.

Now, that’s a wonderful thing. That’s one
manifestation of freedom. Then, there’s free
speech, the freedom of the press, the right
to travel, and also, I might add, minority
rights of all kinds, restrictions on the ability
of government to compromise the funda-
mental interests and rights of those who may
not agree with the majority.

But we must never forget, in this age of
increasing interdependence, fueled by an ex-
plosion in information technology that is
completely changing the way we work and
live and relate to each other, that increas-
ingly, we will have to ask ourselves: Does our
freedom include privacy? Because there are
new and different ways for that privacy to
be restricted.

In 1928 Justice Brandeis wrote his famous
words saying that privacy was ‘‘the right most
valued by civilized people,’’ and he defined
it simply as the right to be left alone.

Nothing is more private than someone’s
medical or psychiatric records. And there-
fore, if we are to make freedom fully mean-
ingful in the information age, when most of
our stuff is on some computer somewhere,
we have to protect the privacy of individual
health records.

The new rules we release today protect the
medical records of virtually every American.
They represent the most sweeping privacy
protections ever written, and they are built
on the foundation of the bipartisan Kennedy-
Kassebaum legislation I signed 4 years ago.

This action is required by the great tides
of technological and economic change that
have swept through the medical profession
over the last few years. In the past, medical
records were kept on paper by doctors and
stored in file cabinets by nurses; doctors and
nurses, by and large, known to their patients.
Seldom were those records shared with any-
one outside the doctor’s office.

Today, physicians increasingly store them
electronically, and they are now obliged to
share those records in paper or electronic
form with insurance companies and other re-
viewers. To be sure, storing and transmitting
medical records electronically is a remark-
able application of information technology.
They’re cost-effective; they can save lives by
helping doctors to make quicker and better-
informed decisions.

But it is quite a problem that, with a click
of a mouse, your personal health information
can be accessed without your consent by peo-
ple you don’t know, who aren’t physicians,
for reasons that have nothing to do with your
health care. It doesn’t take a doctor to under-
stand that that is a prescription for abuse.

So, the rules that we release today have
been carefully crafted for this new era, to
make medical records easier to see for those
who should see them and much harder to
see for those who shouldn’t. Employers, for
instance, shouldn’t see medical records, ex-
cept for limited reasons, such as to process
insurance claims. Yet, too often they do, as
you just heard.

A recent survey showed that more than
a third of all Fortune 500 companies check
medical records before they hire or promote.
One large employer in Pennsylvania had no
trouble obtaining detailed information on the
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prescription drugs taken by its workers, easily
discovering that one employee was HIV posi-
tive. That is wrong. Under the rules we re-
leased today, it will now be illegal.

There’s something else that’s really both-
ered me too, for years, and that is that private
companies should not be able to get hold of
the most sensitive medical information for
marketing purposes. Yet, too often, that hap-
pens as well. Recently, expectant mothers
who haven’t even told their friends the good
news, are finding sales letters for baby prod-
ucts in their mailboxes. That’s also wrong.
And under these new rules, it will also be
illegal.

Health insurance companies should not be
able to share medical records with mortgage
companies who might be able to use them
to deny you a loan. That actually happens
today, but under these rules, it will be illegal.
Health insurance companies shouldn’t be
able to keep you from seeing your own med-
ical records. Up to now, they could. Under
these rules, they won’t be able to do that
anymore.

Under the rules being issued today, health
plans and providers will have to tell you up
front who will and won’t be allowed to see
your records. And under an Executive order
I am issuing today, the Federal Government
will no longer have free rein to launch crimi-
nal prosecutions based on information
gleaned from routine audits of medical
records.

With these actions today, I have done ev-
erything I can to protect the sanctity of indi-
vidual medical records. But there are further
protections our families need that only Con-
gress can provide. For example, only new
legislation from Congress can make these
new protections fully enforceable and cover
every entity which holds medical records. So
I urge the new Congress to quickly act to
provide these additional protections.

For 8 years now, I have worked to marry
our enduring values to the stunning possibili-
ties of the information age. In many ways,
these new medical privacy rules exemplify
what we have tried to do in this administra-
tion and how we have tried to do it. We can
best meet the future if we take advantage
of all these marvelous possibilities but we

don’t permit them to overwhelm our most
fundamental values.

I hope that these privacy rules achieve that
goal. And again, let me say, for this and so
much more, I am profoundly grateful to the
people who work here at HHS, the people
who work with them at OMB and in the
White House. In this action, you have done
an enormous amount to reassure and im-
prove the lives of your fellow Americans.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:46 p.m. in the
Great Hall at the Department of Health and
Human Services. In his remarks, he referred to
Janlori Goldman, director, Health Privacy Project,
Georgetown University.

Executive Order 13181—To Protect
the Privacy of Protected Health
Information in Oversight
Investigations
December 20, 2000

By the authority vested in me as President
of the United States by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States of America, it
is ordered as follows:

Section 1. Policy.
It shall be the policy of the Government

of the United States that law enforcement
may not use protected health information
concerning an individual that is discovered
during the course of health oversight activi-
ties for unrelated civil, administrative, or
criminal investigations of a non-health over-
sight matter, except when the balance of rel-
evant factors weighs clearly in favor of its use.
That is, protected health information may not
be so used unless the public interest and the
need for disclosure clearly outweigh the po-
tential for injury to the patient, to the physi-
cian-patient relationship, and to the treat-
ment services. Protecting the privacy of pa-
tients’ protected health information pro-
motes trust in the health care system. It im-
proves the quality of health care by fostering
an environment in which patients can feel
more comfortable in providing health care
professionals with accurate and detailed in-
formation about their personal health. In
order to provide greater protections to pa-
tients’ privacy, the Department of Health

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 00:32 Dec 28, 2000 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00040 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\PD25DE00.000 ATX006 PsN: ATX006



3141Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000 / Dec. 20

and Human Services is issuing final regula-
tions concerning the confidentiality of indi-
vidually identifiable health information
under the Health Insurance Portability and
Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPAA). HIPAA
applies only to ‘‘covered entities,’’ such as
health care plans, providers, and clearing-
houses. HIPAA regulations therefore do not
apply to other organizations and individuals
that gain access to protected health informa-
tion, including Federal officials who gain ac-
cess to health records during health oversight
activities.

Under the new HIPAA regulations, health
oversight investigators will appropriately
have ready access to medical records for
oversight purposes. Health oversight inves-
tigators generally do not seek access to the
medical records of a particular patient, but
instead review large numbers of records to
determine whether a health care provider or
organization is violating the law, such as
through fraud against the Medicare system.
Access to many health records is often nec-
essary in order to gain enough evidence to
detect and bring enforcement actions against
fraud in the health care system. Stricter rules
apply under the HIPAA regulations, how-
ever, when law enforcement officials seek
protected health information in order to in-
vestigate criminal activity outside of the
health oversight realm.

In the course of their efforts to protect
the health care system, health oversight in-
vestigators may also uncover evidence of
wrongdoing unrelated to the health care sys-
tem, such as evidence of criminal conduct
by an individual who has sought health care.
For records containing that evidence, the
issue thus arises whether the information
should be available for law enforcement pur-
poses under the less restrictive oversight
rules or the more restrictive rules that apply
to non-oversight criminal investigations.

A similar issue has arisen in other cir-
cumstances. Under 18 U.S.C. 3486, an indi-
vidual’s health records obtained for health
oversight purposes pursuant to an adminis-
trative subpoena may not be used against that
individual patient in an unrelated investiga-
tion by law enforcement unless a judicial offi-
cer finds good cause. Under that statute, a
judicial officer determines whether there is

good cause by weighing the public interest
and the need for disclosure against the po-
tential for injury to the patient, to the physi-
cian-patient relationship, and to the treat-
ment services. It is appropriate to extend lim-
itations on the use of health information to
all situations in which the government ob-
tains medical records for a health oversight
purpose. In recognition of the increasing im-
portance of protecting health information as
shown in the medical privacy rule, a higher
standard than exists in 18 U.S.C. 3486 is nec-
essary. It is, therefore, the policy of the Gov-
ernment of the United States that law en-
forcement may not use protected health in-
formation concerning an individual, discov-
ered during the course of health oversight
activities for unrelated civil, administrative,
or criminal investigations, against that indi-
vidual except when the balance of relevant
factors weighs clearly in favor of its use. That
is, protected health information may not be
so used unless the public interest and the
need for disclosure clearly outweigh the po-
tential for injury to the patient, to the physi-
cian-patient relationship, and to the treat-
ment services.

Sec. 2. Definitions.
(a) ‘‘Health oversight activities’’ shall in-

clude the oversight activities enumer-
ated in the regulations concerning the
confidentiality of individually identifi-
able health information promulgated
by the Secretary of Health and
Human Services pursuant to the
‘‘Health Insurance Portability and Ac-
countability Act of 1996,’’ as amend-
ed.

(b) ‘‘Protected health information’’ shall
have the meaning ascribed to it in the
regulations concerning the confiden-
tiality of individually identifiable
health information promulgated by
the Secretary of Health and Human
Services pursuant to the ‘‘Health In-
surance Portability and Accountability
Act of 1996,’’ as amended.

(c) ‘‘Injury to the patient’’ includes injury
to the privacy interests of the patient.

Sec. 3. Implementation.
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(a) Protected health information con-
cerning an individual patient discov-
ered during the course of health over-
sight activities shall not be used
against that individual patient in an
unrelated civil, administrative, or
criminal investigation of a non-health
oversight matter unless the Deputy
Attorney General of the U.S Depart-
ment of Justice, or insofar as the pro-
tected health information involves
members of the Armed Forces, the
General Counsel of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Defense, has authorized such
use.

(b) In assessing whether protected health
information should be used under
subparagraph (a) of this section, the
Deputy Attorney General shall permit
such use upon concluding that the
balance of relevant factors weighs
clearly in favor of its use. That is, the
Deputy Attorney General shall permit
disclosure if the public interest and
the need for disclosure clearly out-
weigh the potential for injury to the
patient, to the physician-patient rela-
tionship, and to the treatment serv-
ices.

(c) Upon the decision to use protected
health information under subpara-
graph (a) of this section, the Deputy
Attorney General, in determining the
extent to which this information
should be used, shall impose appro-
priate safeguards against unauthor-
ized use.

(d) On an annual basis, the Department
of Justice, in consultation with the
Department of Health and Human
Services, shall provide to the Presi-
dent of the United States a report that
includes the following information:

(i) the number of requests made to the
Deputy Attorney General for authoriza-
tion to use protected health information
discovered during health oversight ac-
tivities in a non-health oversight, unre-
lated investigation;

(ii) the number of requests that were
granted as applied for, granted as modi-
fied, or denied;
(iii) the agencies that made the applica-
tions, and the number of requests made
by each agency; and
(iv) the uses for which the protected
health information was authorized.

(e) The General Counsel of the U.S. De-
partment of Defense will comply with
the requirements of subparagraphs
(b), (c), and (d), above. The General
Counsel also will prepare a report,
consistent with the requirements of
subparagraphs (d)(i) through (d)(iv),
above, and will forward it to the De-
partment of Justice where it will be
incorporated into the Department’s
annual report to the President.

Sec. 4. Exceptions.
(a) Nothing in this Executive Order shall

place a restriction on the derivative
use of protected health information
that was obtained by a law enforce-
ment agency in a non-health oversight
investigation.

(b) Nothing in this Executive Order shall
be interpreted to place a restriction
on a duty imposed by statute.

(c) Nothing in this Executive Order shall
place any additional limitation on the
derivative use of health information
obtained by the Attorney General
pursuant to the provisions of 18
U.S.C. 3486.

(d) This order does not create any right
or benefit, substantive or procedural,
enforceable at law by a party against
the United States, the officers and
employees, or any other person.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
December 20, 2000.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., December 22, 2000]

NOTE: This Executive order will be published in
the Federal Register on December 26.
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Statement on the Resignation of
Arthur Levitt as Chairman of the
Securities and Exchange
Commission

December 20, 2000

I would like to express my deep gratitude
to Arthur Levitt for his almost 8 years as
Chairman of the Securities and Exchange
Commission. As the longest serving Chair-
man in the Commission’s history, Arthur’s
leadership, experience, and steadfast dedica-
tion have helped promote and sustain Amer-
ica’s capital markets as the very finest in the
world, during a period marked by a renewed
emphasis on innovation, entrepreneurship,
and investing. This time of unprecedented
growth has brought new and unique chal-
lenges to America’s markets, and Arthur
Levitt led the SEC’s response to the forces
of technology, competition, and
globalization.

Above all else, he has been a true cham-
pion of the individual investor. He has
worked tirelessly to educate and protect
America’s investors, speaking to thousands of
investors in Investor Town Hall Meetings
across the country. In addition, he has
worked to put more information and greater
power in the hands of investors, increasing
transparency in the marketplace, and making
financial information accessible to everyone.
He has responded quickly to the rise in Inter-
net fraud by launching an Internet enforce-
ment team to prosecute it.

In a period when timely and accurate fi-
nancial information is more critical than ever
before, Arthur led campaigns to improve the
quality of financial reporting and sponsored
market initiatives to increase market disclo-
sure and lower costs for investors. America’s
capital markets and its investors have bene-
fited significantly from Chairman Levitt’s en-
during vision, judicious oversight, and abid-
ing sense of fair play. I wish Arthur and his
wife, Marylin, all the best in their future en-
deavors, and join our Nation’s investors in

thanking him for his years of commitment
and public service.

Statement on the Death
of John Lindsay
December 20, 2000

Hillary and I were deeply saddened to
learn of the death of John Lindsay. As a
Member of Congress, and later as mayor,
John Lindsay built a remarkable rapport with
the people of New York City—people of
every race, in every neighborhood, in every
walk of life. In times of great change, John
Lindsay was a progressive yet pragmatic
force for the public interest. New Yorkers
and all Americans will miss not only his con-
fident style but his commitment to social
progress for all.

Statement on Action by India and
Pakistan To Reduce Tensions in
Kashmir
December 20, 2000

I welcome today’s announcements by both
India and Pakistan aimed at reducing ten-
sions in Kashmir. The decision by Prime
Minister Vajpayee that India will continue
the ceasefire it initiated last month in Kash-
mir is an important step forward. In the
meetings we held earlier this year the Prime
Minister told me of his determination to pur-
sue a course of peace in Kashmir. I applaud
today’s announcement as a sign of his con-
tinuing commitment to that course. This ini-
tiative, along with Pakistan’s announcement
today that it will withdraw part of its forces
deployed along the Line of Control and its
earlier decision to exercise maximum re-
straint there, raises the hopes of the world
community that peace is possible in Kashmir.
To achieve that end, I continue to believe
that all parties should reject violence and
work for a peaceful resolution of the conflict
through dialog.
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Statement on Signing the
Chimpanzee Health Improvement,
Maintenance, and Protection Act
December 20, 2000

I am today signing into law H.R. 3514, the
‘‘Chimpanzee Health Improvement, Mainte-
nance, and Protection Act.’’ This Act is a val-
uable affirmation of the Federal Govern-
ment’s responsibility and moral obligation to
provide an orderly system to ensure a secure
retirement for surplus Federal research
chimpanzees and to meet their lifetime
needs for shelter and care. However, I sign
this measure with reservations concerning
flaws in the bill that the next Administration
and the Congress should correct to ensure
the viability and effectiveness of the pro-
posed sanctuary system.

The Act requires the Secretary of Health
and Human Services (HHS) to establish a
sanctuary system of lifetime care for chim-
panzees that have been used by Federal Gov-
ernment entities for research and that are
determined to be no longer needed for re-
search. The sanctuary system is to be oper-
ated by a nonprofit private entity with appro-
priate expertise under contract with the Sec-
retary, under standards established by the
Secretary and meeting the criteria estab-
lished in the Act. Chimpanzees accepted into
the sanctuary system may be used for further
research only if stringent conditions are met,
including a determination by the sanctuary
operator’s board that the research design
minimizes harm to the chimpanzee. At the
Secretary’s discretion, and upon payment of
such fees as the Secretary may establish,
chimpanzees that are not ‘‘surplus chim-
panzees’’ from Federal research programs
may be accepted into the system.

Certain aspects of this Act will require
amendment to eliminate defects relating to
biomedical research and to the viability of
the proposed sanctuary system.

The Act puts severe constraints on use of
a chimpanzee for further research, once it
has been declared ‘‘surplus’’ and accepted
into the sanctuary system. Before it could
thereafter be used, other than for
noninvasive behavioral research, the Sec-
retary must determine that extremely strin-
gent criteria are met concerning the indis-

pensability of that particular chimpanzee and
the key nature of the research. In addition,
the board of directors of the nonprofit entity
operating the sanctuary must determine that
the research design minimizes physical and
mental harm to the chimpanzee—a deter-
mination that can be set aside only if the Sec-
retary finds it arbitrary or capricious. Finally,
the Secretary’s and board’s determinations
must be published for a public comment pe-
riod of not less than 60 days. The National
Institutes of Health (NIH) and other HHS
components using chimpanzees in research
already employ a rigorous screening proce-
dure required by law to assess the necessity
and quality of any research using chim-
panzees. The added criteria mandated by
H.R. 3514 are complex and give insufficient
weight to important public health issues,
which could prevent or delay valuable bio-
medical research. In addition, of the total
number of chimpanzees that have partici-
pated in biomedical research, over 250 are
currently being maintained by NIH at a mili-
tary installation. These chimpanzees may or
may not be declared surplus, and I am sign-
ing this legislation with the understanding
that implementation will neither conflict with
the installation’s military mission, nor further
burden the installation’s national security re-
quirements.

Other concerns about H.R. 3514 relate to
the administrative structure and funding of
the proposed sanctuary system. Prescriptive
details concerning organization and manage-
ment, notably with respect to the qualifica-
tion, terms, and role of the nonprofit opera-
tor’s board of directors, eliminate flexibility
to respond appropriately to unforeseen and
varied circumstances. The requirement to
contract with a single nonprofit entity to op-
erate the sanctuary system presents the risk
that, if that entity withdraws or ceases to
qualify for the contract, there will be no alter-
natives for placement of the chimpanzees in
the system. In addition, the bill virtually
eliminates any Federal role in the operation
or oversight of the system, although the Fed-
eral Government will remain responsible for
the welfare of the chimpanzees accepted into
the system.

Despite the concerns detailed above, I am
approving H.R. 3514. My Administration
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agrees with the bill’s sponsors about the Fed-
eral Government’s obligation to provide
comprehensive, compassionate lifetime care
to chimpanzees that are no longer needed
in federally supported research. The Act pro-
vides a statutory framework for a sanctuary
system in fulfillment of this obligation. I am
confident that the executive branch and the
Congress can work together to satisfactorily
resolve the problems inherent in the legisla-
tion in its current form.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
December 20, 2000.

NOTE: H.R. 3514, approved December 20, was
assigned Public Law No. 106–551.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on the
National Emergency With Respect to
Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro)

December 20, 2000

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
As required by section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c)
and section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA), 50
U.S.C. 1703(c), I transmit herewith a 6-
month periodic report on the national emer-
gency with respect to the Yugoslavia (Serbia
and Montenegro) emergency declared in Ex-
ecutive Order 12808 on May 30, 1992, and
with respect to the Kosovo emergency de-
clared in Executive Order 13088 on June 9,
1998.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate.

Remarks at the Arts and Humanities
Awards Dinner
December 20, 2000

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen. I will
be brief. I said what I had to say this after-
noon. I loved it. I hope all of you did. I can
hardly believe this is the eighth and last event
like this that I will have a chance to preside
over. But I want all of you to know, it has
been a great honor.

And one of the things that I have prized
most about being President is the oppor-
tunity to highlight the good that others do—
many times famous and powerful people,
many times people who would otherwise
have been completely unknown. But I have
a special feeling about the arts and human-
ities because in politics, we are always con-
cerned with the moment and trying to win
the moment for the American people. But
in the end, those things that are timeless mat-
ter more. And that is what all of you have
given us.

I want to thank those who sponsored these
events today and made them possible. I want
to thank the National Endowment for the
Arts and the National Endowment for the
Humanities, Bill Ferris and Bill Ivey and all
those who work with them. Since we’re cele-
brating the arts tonight, I want to thank the
magnificent musicians of the United States
Marine Corps, who have made my life so
wonderful these last 8 years. And Maestro
Slatkin and our hometown symphony here,
who will be playing later. And my friend
Thomas Hampson—thank you all very much.

I would like to ask all of you just to begin
this evening by joining me in a toast to our
honorees. They are an amazing assemblage
of creative people, each unique, sharing the
common fact that they have given us more
than we ever could have imagined. Please
join me in a toast to the 2000 honorees to
the National Medal of the Arts and the Na-
tional Medal of the Humanities.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:18 p.m. in a pavil-
ion on the South Lawn at the White House. In
his remarks, he referred to Leonard Slatkin, Music
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Director, National Symphony Orchestra; and bari-
tone Thomas Hampson. The transcript released
by the Office of the Press Secretary also included
the remarks of the First Lady.

Interview With Ellis Rubinstein of
Science Magazine
December 6, 2000

Government and Science
Mr. Rubinstein. Our thinking is, you’re

finishing your second term at the millen-
nium. We’re in a new millennium, so you
have a lot to look back on that would be inter-
esting. We know you’re a visionary, so we’re
interested in what you think about the future.
I thought that we would start with a couple
of philosophical things before getting into the
practical things, because I think it would be
interesting for our folks to hear you address
the following issue.

Some of us would make the case that
science is becoming such a core part of our
individual human lives that something is ac-
tually transformed from the way it was some
decades ago. That is to say, you almost can’t
turn around without needing to have infor-
mation about science. I don’t know if that’s
something that you feel, but I was hoping
that you would address the notion about
whether you feel that the impact that science
can have now on society, individuals, or gov-
ernment is substantially greater in your mind
than it was when you were younger and if
that, in effect, has some sort of question——

The President. Well, first, let me say I
think, at a minimum, we are much more
aware of the impact of science on our daily
lives than we were when I was young. I’ll
just give you just one example. You just take
the space program, for example, where we—
if you go back and look at the rhetoric of
President Kennedy and the space program,
we had to get out there, and we worried
about—we didn’t want the Russians to beat
us into space, and could they do something
negative back here?

And then you look at the rhetoric around
what we’re saying about the space station.
We’ve got 16 nations working together. And
we want it because it will give us some sense,
looking back at Earth, about what’s hap-

pening to the environment on Earth, how to
handle climate change, what else should we
do about global warming. It will help us in
our studies in a gravity-free environment of
all kinds of biological issues, how proteins
form, what happens to tissues, all these kinds
of things. It will help us in our efforts to re-
solve remaining questions in the material
science area, which have been so pivotal to
our growth of productivity and economic
strength. So if you think about the range of
subjects that are part of kind of the basic
language of space research, as compared to
where it was 35, 40 years ago, it’s just one
example of that.

And of course, most people didn’t know
there was any such thing as a human genome;
most people still don’t know what
nanotechnology is. But if you combine the
sequencing of the human gene and the ca-
pacity to identify genetic variations that lead
to various kinds of cancers with the potential
of nanotechnology, you get to the point
where, in the imagination, you’re identifying
cancers when—assuming you have the
screening technologies right—there are only
a few cells coagulated together in this muti-
nous way, so that you raise the prospect of
literally having 100 percent cure and preven-
tion rate for every kind of cancer, which is
something that would have been just un-
imaginable before.

Those are just two examples, and I could
give you lots of others. And I think this
whole—the inevitable increasing preoccupa-
tion of the world with climate change—yes-
terday I set aside 70 percent of the reefs that
the United States has for protection in the
northern Hawaiian Islands—I think that will
lead inevitably—when people start thinking
about the prospect that the sugarcane fields
in Louisiana or the Florida Everglades could
flood or agriculture could move north, peo-
ple will get a lot more of the science.

And the other thing I would say is, I think
that the globalization of society has made us
all more vulnerable to each other’s epidemics
and viruses.

Mr. Rubinstein. More bioterrorism?
The President. Yes. And that’s the final

point I was going to make, that I think that
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you’ve got—that science has become essen-
tial, indispensable to dealing with national se-
curity—bioterrorism, chemical warfare,
cyberterrorism.

So for each of those reasons, I think the
whole—the language of science and the ne-
cessity of understanding at least the basic
concepts will make science a much more per-
vasive part of the average citizen’s life in the
next 20 to 30 years than it ever has been.

Mr. Rubinstein. So following on that—
I thought you might feel that way—one of
the things that one observes is that most
international leaders are trained as lawyers,
or they come up in the governments. We
tend to have science not in the key place
in the ministries, often. And so I thought
maybe you could give our folks a sense of
you, yourself—I think perhaps—or at least
some people thought that in the first term
you weren’t that familiar with scientific
issues, maybe uncomfortable with them, not
sure that you understood them as well. But
certainly since I’ve seen you, for example, at
the millennium dinner that your wife did on
informatics meets genomics, you were so ob-
viously enthusiastically involved in the ques-
tioning and aware of the stuff. And you’d also
given a very good talk at the AAAS on the
genetic rights of Federal employees and so
forth.

So I’d like to hear both on a personal
level—has there been a rather marked
change in yourself, in your own relationship
to what you feel you need to know about
science? And then in a general sense, what
do you think that—do you think that govern-
ments have to be structured in a different
way to deal with this world that you’ve just
described?

The President. Well, let me answer the
first question first. First, I’ve always been in-
terested in science issues, but the nature of
my life was such that I didn’t have a lot of
time to be consumed with them, except the
one or two areas where my universities were
doing important research in Arkansas when
I was Governor. And one of the reasons that
I asked Al Gore to be my Vice President is
that he’s devoted so much more of his life
to studying scientific issues and under-
standing them. And one of the reasons I
thought and still think he would be a good

President is that he does understand those
things, and he cares about them.

But what happened is, after I got here I
began to try to imagine, just go through the
categories you talked about: What are our
responsibilities in basic research; how can I
make a stronger case? Are we going to save
the space program or not; if so, what are the
arguments for it, and what are the real impli-
cations of what we’ll be doing there? What
are the national security issues of the 21st
century, and how much will science play a
role in that? And I think we were all shocked
at that sarin gas attack in the Tokyo subway,
just for example.

And then, of course, I had to deal with
these global—the sweep of the age problems:
the fact that one-quarter of all the people
who die in the world today die from AIDS,
TB, and malaria; what are the implications
of the breakdown of public health systems
all over the world—all of these things. So
the more I learned, the more I saw these
things related one to the other, and the more
I began to study and read and try to learn
so I could get myself comfortable with what
I thought my responsibilities were at this mo-
ment in time.

Mr. Rubinstein. And do you think, from
that experience, that you’re confident that
other countries have structures that are going
to allow them to be able to react to these
kinds of issues?

The President. I don’t know that. But
even in this country, what I did here was
to establish this National Science and Tech-
nology Council, to get the Cabinet involved,
to let my Science Adviser—first Jack Gib-
bons, then Dr. Neal Lane—kind of drive it
for me.

Mr. Rubinstein. I think you only went to
one PCAST meeting, though.

The President. I think, over 8 years, I
think I met with them three times. I think
I did.

Mr. Rubinstein. Does that say anything
about your——

The President. But I thought about what
they did a lot, and especially when—some
of the members I knew quite well, and I also
had talks with them. And then some of the
specific scientific issues, particularly those re-
lating to the national security—and one thing
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we didn’t mention, which was the safety of
nuclear weapons in the former Soviet Union,
I spent quite a bit of time on it. And of
course, I spent an enormous amount of time
on the climate change issue.

But what I would like to see—I would
hope the next President would think of ways
to even further elevate and institutionalize
scientific concerns. Because I don’t think you
can sort of separate out science, except to
say we’ve got to have a strong basic research
budget. And I don’t see that this is troubling
for science. The stock values of dot-com
companies or biotech companies go up and
down. That’s totally predictable and abso-
lutely inevitable. But what it should remind
us of is that venture capital cannot be ex-
pected or even the research budgets of big,
established corporations cannot be expected
to carry the whole research and development
load for America. So, should we have a per-
manent R&D tax credit? Of course, we
should. Will it ever be a substitute for basic
research? Never—never, at least, in the time-
frame I can imagine.

President’s Accomplishments in Science

Mr. Rubinstein. So, going down that
road, I think we would like to ask you what
you feel are your big accomplishments. I as-
sume that one of the areas that you feel
proud of is the amount of funding in basic
research, but maybe you could give a little
more flesh to that idea, of what it is that you
think it was important to have done, and also
after that, what frustrations you might have
had about it.

The President. Well, I think, first, I think
we did do a great deal of good with basic
research. There was enormous support in the
Congress, and among the Republicans as well
as the Democrats, for more funding for the
National Institutes of Health and all related
health research. And I think it was most—
there were some politics in that, because it’s
easier to sell that to voters back home be-
cause we all want to live forever. But I think
a lot of it was genuine. I think men like John
Porter, a retiring Republican Congressman
from Illinois, I think he—his commitment
was deep and genuine. So I think there was
that.

But we’ve kept fighting for overall in-
creases. We got the biggest increase for the
National Science Foundation in history this
year. So I think we got research back on the
national agenda, and big. And you know—
and we had some unlikely allies. Newt Ging-
rich, even after he left the Congress, contin-
ued to speak out for it. So I think that was
quite important.

And then, specifically, I think that research
and the funding for the climate-change-
related areas and the development of alter-
native energy sources and energy conserva-
tion technologies is profoundly important. In
the end, that has got to be the answer. We
have to be able to create wealth with smaller
and smaller amounts of greenhouse gas emis-
sions. We have to. And you’re either going
to have alternative energy or greater con-
servation. If India and China have to grow
wealthy the same way we did, since they will
not give up the right to become wealthy,
we’re not going to whip this climate change
problem. So I think that’s important.

The other new area that I think—I’m glad
we continue to support the sequencing of the
genome and all of the genome research. And
we identified a couple of the genetic variants
that lead to breast cancer and other condi-
tions that I think are important. And I think
the work we’ve done in nanotechnology in
10, 20 years from now will look very big, in-
deed. I just think that the potential of this
is just breathtaking, and it will change even
the way we think about things like calculation
or what we’re supposed to know how to do.
It will—it’s going to really, I think, have a
huge and still underappreciated impact on
our understanding of human processes and
our capacity to do things.

Science Infrastructure

Mr. Rubinstein. I had heard you talk a
little bit off-line with somebody at a meeting
about how you had come to feel that it was
one thing to support the disease-related re-
search and the NIH and so forth, but it was
crucial to support what I guess you call the
infrastructure, if I remember correctly—I’m
not sure—the computing, the physics that is
now being used in bioinformatics, and so on.
I’d rather you would tell it.
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The President. You remember, we had
that millennium meeting here——

Mr. Rubinstein. That’s what I was think-
ing.

The President. ——where we had Eric
Lander here, sort of talking about genomics
research, and you had Vint Cerf, who sent
the first E-mail to his then profoundly deaf
wife 18 years ago, and how they both agreed
that the sequencing of the genome would
have been impossible without advances in in-
formation technology. And we now know, to
make the point in even a more personal way,
Vint Cerf’s wife can now hear because she
has a deeply embedded hearing device that
would have been completely inconceivable
without information technology, without the
ability to have a computer chip with greater
power on a smaller device.

So the thing that I kept arguing with the
Congress on is that, ‘‘Look, it’s fine. You can’t
give health research too much money to suit
me. It’s perfectly all right, but you’ve got to
do this other, too.’’ And this year, I think
we’ve reached a happy accord.

Mr. Rubinstein. So, related to that, some
people give you credit for pushing the NSF
agenda. Some people wonder why it is, how-
ever, that DOD research has been cut by—
the figure I’ve seen is 40 percent from the—
which used to support a lot of infrastructure,
math and Internet issues and so forth.

The President. First of all, I think a lot
of the research is going to have dual benefits
running back the other way. For many years,
it was all this defense research which had
a lot of nondefense implications. I think a
lot of the civilian research is going to have
a lot of defense implications now, because
if you think about the kinds of restructuring
that the Defense Department is going to
have to do, an enormous amount of it will
have to do with information technology and
weapon systems and troop deployments and
intelligence gathering. And I also think that
a lot of what they will have to do in the fields
of chemical and biological warfare will be
driven in no small measure by nondefense
research.

Now, I think the Defense Department,
frankly, they had to make some very tough
calls. In this last election, the Vice President
said that he would put some more money

back into the defense budget. And we began
to turn the defense budget around a couple
of years ago because we thought we basically
reached the limits of the post-cold-war peace
dividend.

So I think that’s something that the next
administration will have to look at, because
we had limited dollars and we tried to put
it into quality of life, into training, into the
basic things that would make the force avail-
able to meet the challenges of the moment.
And maybe, you know, maybe it does need
some more money.

International Collaboration in Science
Mr. Rubinstein. I’m going to jump a little

bit to international issues, because again, I
was thinking about you—direction to some
degree with things that you’ve done. And I
noticed an interesting event, that you would
never have known about, at Davos when you
were there last year. I happened to be run-
ning some panels there. And before you ever
got on stage, there was sort of a revolt in
the audience of the Europeans and the
Asians who didn’t want to leave, because they
had gotten seats 3 hours early because they
were so excited to see you. And when folks
wanted to sweep the room, they were afraid
they were going to lose their seats, you know.
And the thing about that was, they refused
to move. And eventually your guys said okay
and relented, and they stayed. But what I
actually noticed about that was that for hours
thereafter, people going, ‘‘Yes, finally Amer-
ica had to listen to us.’’

And I think that increasingly I’ve heard
this sort of discussion as a sort of subtext,
that we’re such—we are the only superpower
left. And if you talk to Europeans and Asians,
some of them worry about this sort of power
that we have and whether we are using it
wisely all the time. They feel we moralize
to them. I think this is not going to be news
to you.

So what I thought would be interesting for
you to talk about a little bit in the science
context is, we’ve actually dropped some col-
laborations with Europeans and Asians on a
number of their projects. It was hard for the
Japanese to get us in their human frontiers
program; I don’t know if you recall that par-
ticular thing. We haven’t supported some of
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the big European initiatives. So in relation
to this, what would you say, maybe either
about your own experience or feelings or
what you would advise your successor about
how science might be used internationally for
an effort to try to deal with the kinds of feel-
ings that our European allies and Asian allies
might——

The President. I think I would advise my
successor to do as much to fund as much
international collaboration as possible. If I
could just take two examples where it has
worked very well, the work that we did
through the NIH with the human genome
project involved several other countries. And
when we announced the sequencing, we not
only had Craig Venter here from TIGR from
the private effort, we did it jointly with Tony
Blair and with the Ambassadors of the other
countries that were involved in the project
with us. I don’t think there is any question
that even though there are all kinds of unre-
solved issues there, that the fact that we’re
doing this together has been a plus.

To give you another example which I think
is profoundly important and somewhat con-
troversial, the 16-nation collaboration with
the international space station I think has
been very, very important. I’ve spent a lot
of time, as you know, on this space station,
and to see what the Canadians have done,
to see what the Japanese contribution is.

And the Russians got criticized for not
being able to come up with the money, but
the price of oil collapsed, and they were
killed by this horrible financial crisis. It
gripped Asia and also affected them. I think
they’re getting back on their feet, and I think
they’ll pay their way. But the contributions
that they made, based on the Mir and based
on the fact that they had certain capacities
we didn’t have, and what we learned by
working together with them and the nine
trips to the Mir we took together with them,
and the fact that the corollary benefit of
keeping—I don’t know—hundreds and hun-
dreds of their scientists and engineers work-
ing on a positive international project, instead
of being picked off by rogue states to help
them develop weapons and missile tech-
nology and things of that kind, I think, were
enormous. So I think the more that we can
make this an instrument of constructive

interdependence, the better off we’re going
to do.

Also, there are a lot of smart folks out
there. And I think we have to recognize
that—when I took office, there weren’t all
that many people that resented us, because
they thought our economy was a basket case
and they were worried about us being too
weak. Then, when we had a great deal of
success, even though we bent over backwards
not to lord it over anybody, and we did
have—we had some inevitable conflicts—our
desire to end the ethnic cleansing in Bosnia
and Kosovo, things of that kind—that we
were criticized when we did it, and then
when we didn’t go in quickly enough in
Rwanda, we were criticized. Part of this is
inevitable. But I think we do have to try to
wear our power lightly and also with some
humility, because there’s always a chance we
could be wrong, number one, and number
two, nothing lasts forever.

Mr. Rubinstein. Are you aware, as Presi-
dent, of the brain drain that—the tremen-
dous power we have to get the best young
scientists coming over here and how few of
our young people go over to work now——

The President. There might be a way for
my successor to institutionalize a little offset
there. For example, you know, I worry about
that—if you just take in the information tech-
nology area, and you get out of it—you just
forget about the labs, there are 700 compa-
nies today, in Silicon Valley alone, headed
by Indians—700—and just in Silicon Valley.
It was just stunning, you know? Now a lot
of them are also active back home.

But I think there needs to be a way for
us to try to share both the scientific and the
economic benefits of our enormous infra-
structure here. I’d like to see America used,
in that sense, as sort of a global lab, but with
the ability to send our folks back out, send
their people who come here back out, fi-
nance educational and research exchanges,
and even, as I said, even operational ex-
changes. I think that we need to—this is not
a resource we should husband so much as
share.

Mr. Rubinstein. Jiang Zemin—you re-
mind me of Jiang Zemin, because he is very
proud of his trip to Silicon Valley, where he
noticed the incredible percentage of the folks
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in one of the companies that he visited who
were Chinese born and so forth. I know
that—I was told by one of the vice presidents
at Merc that 20 percent of their hires are
born in China. But thinking about Jiang
Zemin, he made the remark that, on a per-
sonal level, one of the things he was proud
of was that he thought he brought some engi-
neering expertise and discussions on the
highest level. And I was wondering, is it real-
ly the case that when you guys get together
at big events, that science is even discussed
amongst Presidents?

The President. Oh, yes.
Mr. Rubinstein. Yes?
The President. Of course. I’ve worked

with Jiang Zemin for 8 years now, and I have
a very high regard for him. He’s a highly in-
telligent man, and he also—he speaks Roma-
nian, Russian, English. He lived in Romania
for a while. I think he speaks a little German.

Mr. Rubinstein. He said very nice things
about Hillary.

The President. He did?
Mr. Rubinstein. Yes, because he said he

was sitting next to her——
The President. Yes, he likes her.
Mr. Rubinstein. He thinks she’s great.
The President. He is quite proud of his

training. And he tries to bring that perspec-
tive to a lot of what he does. So we’ve had
a lot of discussions about it. We’ve also had
some arguments about it. I’ve had some—
I even had the Chinese Environmental Min-
ister thank me, on my trip to China, for doing
a climate change event because, he said,
‘‘We’ve got to convince people that you’re
not trying to slow our economic growth.’’
This really is a whole different way of looking
at the world.

Mr. Rubinstein. So with Blair and Chirac
and so forth, occasionally science issues are
actually discussed?

The President. Yes. I talk to Tony Blair
about them a lot. And of course, we’re deal-
ing with them in more contentious areas, too.
Within Europe, what do they do about mad
cow disease, vis-a-vis the United States?
What do they do about genetically modified
organisms? How do you balance political
pressures with scientific reality? How do you
define scientific reality? Do they need a Eu-
ropean Union-wide equivalent of the FDA?

Mr. Rubinstein. Genetically modified
foods and whatnot?

The President. Yes, because all these
things are really—these are hot issues now.
I didn’t even mention that earlier when we
started, about all the things that will require
a higher level of scientific knowledge, but
that’s another example. I mean, all this con-
troversy over how we produce food and all
that, that’s going to be—that’s not going away
any time soon.

Science and Math Education
Mr. Rubinstein. Well, you sort of have

gotten to some of the questions I was going
to ask you about the future. I thought maybe
I’d just ask you a couple of quick ones, and
I don’t know, I don’t want to take too much
of your time. But I would really like—I know
you and Mrs. Clinton have been very inter-
ested in education. I don’t know to what de-
gree you’re familiar with the state of science
education, and I don’t know if you have some
feelings about—we just had the latest report
come out about young kids in math and
science being—I think we were 18th or
something. I don’t remember myself what
the number is now. So I was wondering if
you have some strong feelings about the situ-
ation. I know you do about education in gen-
eral, but in science in particular?

The President. Well, I think there are ba-
sically two issues. One is, in a country as big
and diverse as ours, how do you get more
kids to take math and science courses at more
advanced levels? And secondly, if you could
do that, how would you have enough quali-
fied teachers to do it? I think—the one thing
I would say is that some States—I noticed
California passed a really sweeping initiative
this last year to try to give bonuses to people
who will enroll—I think that what you’re
going to see inevitably in the future is that
you will have to have more alternative certifi-
cation mechanisms, and you’ll have to pay
people more.

I also think at the advanced levels of
science and math, you may even see a lot
of high school systems operating the way col-
leges do now and bringing people in to teach
one course or something like that. I think
that you’re going to—since we are going to
have a critical mass of people out there in
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America who know the things that all of our
kids now need to know, but virtually 100 per-
cent of them are making a lot more money
than they can make teaching school, you’re
either going to have to get people who make
a lot of money and then can retire—I have
a friend who’s got a daughter who made, I
don’t know, $30, 40 million in her early thir-
ties or late twenties in a software enterprise,
who’s now just cashed out and spends all of
her time teaching inner-city schools.

But you’re either going to have to find tons
of people like that; or you’re going to have
to find ways to finance the education of
young people to do this work for 4 or 5 years
and just recognize you’re only going to have
them for 4 or 5 years; or you’re going to have
to have, like in junior and senior year at least,
have people who have this knowledge come
in and teach a course just like a—someone
would come into a college and teach one
course.

In other words, we’re going to have to be,
I think, flexible if we want to lift the level
of performance in America above where it
is now, because we have a lot of poor kids,
a lot of poor school districts, very diverse stu-
dent body, and a huge number of kids. I
mean, most of these places that are doing
very well have a much more—either a more
homogenous or smaller, or both, student
body and a system that’s much more nation-
alized and much easier to control.

National Aeronautics and Space
Administration

Mr. Rubinstein. Could you just tell me
a couple things about—how do you feel
about, right now, about why NASA, which
you’re very enthused about, continues to get
a sort of flat budget? Is this a wise thing at
this point?

The President. Well, first of all, I think
that NASA, when I took office, needed to
show that it knew how to economize and
could be managed better. I think Dan Goldin
has done that. I think they have proved that
they can do more with less. I mean, they got
the space station up 3 years ahead of time.

Mr. Rubinstein. But they’ve also had
some disasters, which some people——

The President. They’ve also had some dis-
asters, but look—I mean, they’re out there

fooling around with Mars. You’re going to
have some disasters. You know, if you want
something with 100 percent success rate,
you’ve got to be involved in something be-
sides space exploration. You’re never going
to have that. I think the important thing is
that, from our point of view, NASA re-
sponded in an honest, up-front way to their
difficulties with the two Mars probes that
didn’t work so well, the lander mission and
the other one. And they’re going forward.

And I would like to see their budget in-
crease now, because I think that they have
proved, after years and years of flat budgets,
that they have squeezed a lot of blood out
of this turnip. They have really restructured
themselves. They have gotten rid of a lot of
their relatively inefficient costs. And I believe
that now is the time at least to let them start
growing with inflation again, if they’re going
to be able to handle their missions.

And I think that what we’ll have to see
over the next few years is where we go with
Mars, because you’ve just got these new pic-
tures, and it looks like there was water there
closer to the surface more recently in time
than we thought. So we need to keep taking
pictures. We need to keep trying to—not
withstanding what happened to the lander
module, we need to find some way to put
a vehicle down there that can actually phys-
ically get some stuff off the surface and bring
it back to us.

We need to keep—and then I think the
rest of the space budget may be in some
measure determined by exactly what is going
on at the space station, how much progress
we’ll be making in the whole—you know,
there’s seven, eight, nine areas of basic re-
search that I think are likely to have enor-
mous advances as a result of what’s going
on there. And I think that in these two things,
more than anything else, will dictate how
much money NASA needs and what they
need it for.

President’s Future Plans
Mr. Rubinstein. So, now that you’ve re-

leased your inner nerd, my last question is,
do you think you’ll do anything related to
science in your next years?

The President. When I leave here?
Mr. Rubinstein. Yes.
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The President. Oh, I certainly hope so.
I’m very interested in continuing to work in
the climate change area in particular and
doing what I can to convince the political
systems of countries that have to participate
in this that there are economically beneficial
ways to do the right thing for the global envi-
ronment. And in order to do that, we have
to continue the basic research into alternative
fuels and alternative technologies. There is
no way to solve this over the long run unless
you can get more growth out of fewer green-
house gases. There is no way to do it. And
so, on that alone, I will continue to be very
interested.

The other thing that I’m particularly per-
sonally interested in is the breakdown of pub-
lic health systems in so many countries, and
how it disables them from dealing with things
like the AIDS epidemic and other problems,
and what we can do to sort of put that back
together again. So I expect those are two
areas that I’ll be involved in for a long time
to come, if I have the opportunity to be.

Mr. Rubinstein. Thanks very much. I
hope that we can ask you some questions
about it later, when you’re doing those
things.

The President. Thanks.

NOTE: The interview was taped at 4:20 p.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House for later
broadcast, and the transcript was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on December 21.
In his remarks, the President referred to Eric
Lander, director, Whitehead/MIT Center for Ge-
nome Research; Vinton G. Cerf, senior vice presi-
dent of Internet architecture and technology,
MCI WorldCom, and his wife, Sigrid; J. Craig
Venter, founder, The Institute for Genome Re-
search, and president and chief scientific officer,
Celera Genomics Corp.; Prime Minister Tony
Blair of the United Kingdom; President Jiang
Zemin of China; and President Jacques Chirac of
France. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of this interview.

Statement on Action To Reduce
Diesel Emissions
December 21, 2000

A year ago today I announced the toughest
air pollution standards for new cars and sport
utility vehicles. Today we take another bold

step to clean our air. We are adopting strong
new measures to dramatically reduce
unhealthy and unsightly emissions from
trucks and buses powered by diesel fuel. To-
gether, these actions represent the most
sweeping effort ever to protect our air and
our health from the pollution caused by the
vehicles we drive. They ensure that by the
end of the decade, every new car, truck, and
SUV in America will be up to 95 percent
cleaner than those on the road today.

Today’s action by the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency mandates cleaner diesel fuel
and extends the latest pollution control tech-
nology to all trucks and buses for the first
time. These advances will prevent not only
the thick plumes of diesel exhaust all too fa-
miliar to motorists but also thousands of
cases of respiratory illness and premature
deaths. We will spare thousands of children
and elderly the agony of asthma and bron-
chitis and help to fulfill the promise of clean,
healthy air for every American.

For the past 8 years, Vice President Gore
and I have been guided by the conviction
that a strong economy and a healthy environ-
ment go hand in hand. Indeed, our Nation
entered the 21st century enjoying both un-
precedented prosperity and the cleanest air
and water in a generation. Our actions a year
ago and today will help ensure an even safer
and more prosperous future for generations
yet to come.

Statement on Signing the
Departments of Commerce, Justice,
State, the Judiciary, and Related
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2001

December 21, 2000

Today I am signing into law H.R. 4942,
the Departments of Commerce, Justice,
State, the Judiciary, and Related Agencies
Appropriations Act, 2001. I commend the
Congress for approving a bill that provides
critical funding for enforcing our Nation’s
laws, protecting our precious natural re-
sources, promoting international peace, and
supporting our diplomatic operations.

Many portions of the Act are considerably
improved compared to the previous House
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and Senate versions. I appreciate and com-
mend the Congress for the many changes
that have been made, including providing ad-
ditional funding to finance the Lands Legacy
program; to improve the health of our Na-
tion’s ocean fisheries; to help close the digital
divide between our more and less affluent
citizens; to improve trade compliance; to
prosecute local firearms violations; to tough-
en our Nation’s stance against cybercrime
and terrorism; to provide additional law en-
forcement assistance to Native Americans; to
fund peace-keeping requirements; and to im-
prove worldwide embassy security.

I applaud the Congress for providing over
$430 million for the Department of Com-
merce’s components of the Lands Legacy
Initiative. This funding will help protect ma-
rine sanctuaries; support the new North-
western Hawaiian Coral Reef Reserve and
restore other coral reefs; expand estuarine
research reserves; and promote recovery of
Pacific coastal salmon runs through grants to
western States and Tribes. The Act fully
funds activities for the Pacific Salmon Agree-
ment with Canada at $60 million and for the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration’s (NOAA) work on Columbia River
Basin salmon populations. Acceptable fund-
ing is also provided for a new climate obser-
vation initiative, a new education program
with Minority Serving Institutions, and two
smaller programs: Global Observations to
Benefit the Environment and the Global Dis-
aster Information Network.

The Act takes an important step toward
closing the digital divide by providing the re-
quested tripling of funding for the Tech-
nology Opportunities Program. This program
will provide grants to promote innovative ap-
plications of information technology in
under-served communities.

I am pleased that over $1.0 billion is pro-
vided for the COPS II/21st Century Policing
initiative, the successor to the highly effective
Community Oriented Policing Services
(COPS) program, which will enable local po-
lice departments to begin a five-year plan to
hire up to 50,000 additional community po-
lice officers, hire new community prosecu-
tors, and expand community-based preven-
tion efforts. While the appropriated funding
level is still below my original request, it is

$444 million above the FY 2000 level, and
will enable the COPS II program to fund
almost 6,000 new officers in FY 2001.

The Act provides almost $100 million for
the Department of Justice’s counterterrorism
and cybercrime initiatives. This funding level
will allow for improved efforts to meet the
growing challenges of terrorism and
cybercrime, including State and local first-
responder training, staff support for the Joint
Terrorism Task Forces and enhanced tech-
nology and intelligence-gathering along the
northern border. The Department of Jus-
tice’s components of the Gun Enforcement
Initiative are funded at $103 million. This ap-
propriation will support over 600 Federal,
State and local gun prosecutors, and increase
research on smart gun technologies. The In-
dian Country Law Enforcement initiative is
funded at $111 million. This funding, which
is $19 million above the FY 2000 level, will
allow the Department of Justice to assist
tribes in hiring and equipping law enforce-
ment personnel, constructing detention and
court facilities, and developing alternative
sentencing programs for alcohol and sub-
stance abusers.

I am pleased that the Act provides $4.7
billion for the regular operations of the De-
partment of State, including diplomatic and
consular programs; information technology
investments; and, building leases, mainte-
nance and repair. These funds will pay for
support costs critical to maintaining the De-
partment’s network of overseas posts and the
conduct of foreign affairs worldwide. The
funded increases include expanded efforts to
promote trade compliance and enhance labor
and environmental monitoring. Funding for
embassy security and construction also in-
cludes requested support for projects of the
Agency for International Development. The
Act also provides full funding for the Admin-
istration’s pilot program to allow unclassified
communication and sharing of information
for all U.S. Government agencies operating
at an overseas post, as recommended by the
Overseas Presence Advisory Panel.

The Act also provides $846 million for
Contributions to International Peacekeeping
Activities. Funding at this level will allow the
United States to continue to support vital UN
peacekeeping operations, including ongoing
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missions in Kosovo, East Timor, Ethiopia/
Eritrea and Sierra Leone.

I am also pleased that the Act provides
$17 million for the Departments of Com-
merce and State and the United States Trade
Representative to help ensure U.S. compa-
nies and workers receive the full benefits
from the WTO and other bilateral agree-
ments signed by the United States. This
funding will help to put experts overseas to
deal with compliance issues that continue to
hinder fair access to markets, double staff fo-
cused on China and Japan, and strengthen
antidumping/countervailing duty investiga-
tion capabilities.

I am pleased that H.R. 4577, the Consoli-
dated Appropriations bill, modifies immigra-
tion provisions included in this Act, and that
the modified legislation will ease immigration
restrictions on an estimated 700,000 immi-
grant families living in the United States. The
provisions will extend section 245(i) until
April 30, 2001, as opposed to January 14,
1998, under current law, to allow aliens (and
their spouses and children) who apply for an
adjustment of status or a labor certification
to remain in the United States until such pe-
tition is approved. Additionally, the provi-
sions will create a new, temporary non-immi-
grant visa for spouses and children of spouses
of legal permanent residents and U.S. citi-
zens seeking to enter the United States to
await approval of legal permanent resident
status for themselves (the ‘‘V’’ visa). The pro-
visions will also allow certain individuals who
were not granted amnesty under the Immi-
gration Reform and Control Act of 1986 who
are currently seeking such relief through the
courts to apply for permanent residency.
While I am disappointed that the legislation
fails to eliminate the disparate treatment
under our immigration laws sought for Salva-
dorans, Guatemalans, Hondurans, Haitians,
and Liberians and does not provide any relief
for deserving individuals affected by changes
in the 1996 immigration law, it is the best
compromise that could be reached after sev-
eral rounds of intense negotiations.

I am also pleased that the Consolidated
Appropriations bill, once signed, will elimi-
nate an objectionable provision in the Com-
merce/Justice/State Act that purports to pro-
tect citizens from the unauthorized sale or

display of social security numbers but would
not, in fact, provide privacy safeguards that
are adequate.

Although the funding levels in this Act are
acceptable, I am troubled that several issues
could not be resolved despite my Administra-
tion’s best efforts during the final negotia-
tions on the Act. Notably, the Act does not
include new hate crimes protections, and
fails to extend the Violent Crime Reduction
Trust Fund. I strongly urge the next Con-
gress to reconsider these actions in future
legislation.

In addition, this bill greatly restricts low-
power FM radio broadcast. Low power radio
stations are an important tool in fostering di-
versity on the airwaves through community-
based programming. I am deeply dis-
appointed that Congress chose to restrict the
voice of our nation’s churches, schools, civic
organizations and community groups. I com-
mend the FCC for giving a voice to the voice-
less and I urge the Commission to go forward
in licensing as many stations as possible con-
sistent with the limitations imposed by Con-
gress.

I also oppose language in the Act related
to the Kyoto Protocol. The language is inap-
propriate because the Administration has no
intent of implementing the Protocol prior to
congressional ratification. The Act includes
an additional number of provisions regarding
the conduct of foreign affairs that raise seri-
ous constitutional concerns. My Administra-
tion’s objections to these and other language
provisions have been made clear in previous
statements of Administration policy. I direct
the agencies to construe these provisions to
be consistent with the President’s constitu-
tional prerogatives and responsibilities and
where such a construction is not possible, to
treat them as not interfering with those pre-
rogatives and responsibilities.

Finally, section 629 of the Act amends the
Interstate Horseracing Act of 1978 to include
within the definition of the term ‘‘interstate
off-track wager,’’ pari-mutuel wagers on
horseraces that are placed or transmitted
from individuals in one State via the tele-
phone or other electronic media and accept-
ed by an off-track betting system in the same
or another State. The Department of Justice,
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however, does not view this provision as codi-
fying the legality of common pool wagering
and interstate account wagering even where
such wagering is legal in the various States
involved for horseracing, nor does the De-
partment view the provision as repealing or
amending existing criminal statutes that may
be applicable to such activity, in particular,
sections 1084, 1952, and 1955 of Title 18,
United States Code.

Several essential modifications to this bill
are contained in H.R. 4577, the Consolidated
Appropriations bill. I am signing H.R. 4942
into law today because I believe the Act, as
modified by H.R. 4577, will meet the overall
needs and priorities of the American people.
I urge the next Congress and my successor
to continue to promote the needs of the
American citizenry by pursuing resolution to
the troublesome issues I have highlighted
above.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
December 21, 2000.

NOTE: H.R. 4942, approved December 21, was
assigned Public Law No. 106–553. An original was
not available for verification of the content of this
statement.

Message on the Observance
of Hanukkah, 2000
December 21, 2000

Warm greetings to everyone celebrating
Hanukkah.

Every year during the month of Kislev on
the Hebrew calendar, Jews around the world
celebrate the Festival of Lights. They re-
member with sorrow the desecration of the
Holy Temple, with pride the triumph of the
Maccabees over the forces of oppression, and
with a renewed faith in God’s providence the
miracle of a day’s worth of oil burning for
eight straight days—a miracle commemo-
rated by lighting the candles of the menorah.

This year, Hanukkah is celebrated during
the same week Christians celebrate Christ-
mas and Muslims celebrate the Eid Al-Fitr.
The coinciding of these special days, sacred
to followers of the world’s three Abrahamic

faiths, serves as a powerful reminder of the
fundamental values we share: a reverence for
our Creator, a belief in human dignity, and
a conviction that we must love our neighbors
as ourselves. These ancient lessons still hold
great meaning for us today, as the global
community grows ever closer and American
society becomes increasingly diverse. By tak-
ing them to heart at this blessed season, we
can build a future where we respect one an-
other’s differences, embrace our shared val-
ues, and where all God’s children live to-
gether in peace.

Hillary joins me in extending best wishes
to all for a joyous Hanukkah celebration.

Bill Clinton

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on
Peacekeeping Operations in Kosovo

December 21, 2000

Dear lllll :
As required by section 1213 of Public Law

106-398, the Floyd D. Spence National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2001,
I transmit herewith a 6-month periodic re-
port on the contributions of European na-
tions and organizations to the peacekeeping
operations in Kosovo.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives;
Jesse Helms, chairman, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr.,
ranking member, Senate Committee on Foreign
Relations, John W. Warner, chairman, and Carl
Levin, ranking member, Senate Committee on
Armed Services; Ted Stevens, chairman, and Rob-
ert C. Byrd, ranking member, Senate Committee
on Appropriations; Benjamin A. Gilman, chair-
man, and Sam Gejdenson, ranking member,
House Committee on International Relations;
C.W. Bill Young, chairman, and David R. Obey,
ranking member, House Committee on Appro-
priations; and Floyd Spence, chairman, and Ike
Skelton, ranking member, House Committee on
Armed Services.
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Message on the Observance
of Eid Al-Fitr, 2000
December 22, 2000

On behalf of the American people, it is
my honor to congratulate Muslims around
the world on the occasion of the Eid Al-Fitr.

Whether native-born or immigrants from
Africa, the Middle East, Asia, or Europe,
Muslims now represent an increasingly im-
portant element in the tapestry of American
society. Because of the growth of Islam in
our country, American citizens of all faiths
are coming to appreciate the significance of
Ramadan as Muslims fast, pray, and rededi-
cate themselves to the teachings of the
Qur’an.

United in faith, America’s Muslims are also
united in their commitment to building a so-
ciety rich in diversity and grounded in mutual
respect. I believe America is made stronger
by the core values of Islam—commitment to
family, compassion for the disadvantaged,
and respect for difference.

There is special significance this year as
the three Abrahamic faiths all celebrate holi-
days in the span of the same week. As Jews
celebrate Hanukkah, Christians celebrate
Christmas, and now Muslims celebrate Eid
Al-Fitr. The Qur’an, the Bible, and the Torah
all call on believers to love one’s neighbors
and to welcome strangers. The Qur’an tells
us that we are all People of the Book and
that we share a common humanity and dig-
nity.

As the appearance of the new moon brings
to a close this holy month, we all pray that
it will usher in a year of reconciliation and
peace. The First Lady and I wish all Muslims
a blessed celebration of the Eid Al-Fitr and
peace, health, and prosperity in the years
ahead.

Eid mubarak.

Bill Clinton

Message on the Observance
of Christmas, 2000
December 22, 2000

Warm greetings to everyone celebrating
Christmas.

At this joyous season each year, we savor
our treasured Christmas traditions: a favorite
ornament placed carefully on the tree, can-
dles in the windows, a wreath on the door,
family and friends gathered to exchange not
only material gifts, but also the gifts of love
and laughter. But amidst all these traditions,
we remember that the true message of
Christmas is in the Child whose birth we cel-
ebrate—the living proof of God’s mercy and
unending love. Christ’s message of renewal
and reconciliation is as fresh and powerful
today as it was on that first Christmas two
thousand years ago.

For Americans of many faiths, this is a sea-
son of renewal—of light shining through the
darkness, of despair transformed to hope.
This year, Christmas is celebrated during the
same week as Jews celebrate Hanukkah and
Muslims celebrate the Eid Al-Fitr—a power-
ful and moving reminder that followers of
the three Abrahamic faiths share funda-
mental values: a reverence for our Creator,
a belief in human dignity, and a conviction
that we must love our neighbors as ourselves.
By building on these shared values, we can
create a future where all God’s children live
together in peace and understanding.

As Hillary, Chelsea, and I enjoy our last
Christmas in the White House, we extend
best wishes to all for a wonderful celebration
and for peace and happiness in the years to
come.

Bill Clinton

Message on the Observance
of Kwanzaa, 2000
December 22, 2000

Warm greetings to everyone celebrating
Kwanzaa.

One of the best ways we can shape the
future is to preserve what we value of our
past. The celebration of Kwanzaa is a won-
derful example of this endeavor. With its
focus on the values that have sustained Afri-
can Americans through the centuries—unity,
self-determination, collective work and re-
sponsibility, cooperative economics, purpose,
creativity, and faith—Kwanzaa also empha-
sizes the importance of strong families and
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communities to our success as a nation in
the years to come.

African Americans have a proud history
and a rich heritage. During this holiday sea-
son, as Americans of many different back-
grounds remember and rejoice in their cul-
tural and religious traditions, let us all give
thanks for the diversity that is among Amer-
ica’s greatest strengths, and let us unite
around the shared dreams and values that
bind us together as one nation.

Hillary joins me in sending best wishes to
all for a memorable Kwanzaa and for peace
and happiness in the years to come.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

December 18
In the morning, the President met in the

Oval Office with President Jacques Chirac
of France in Mr. Chirac’s capacity as Presi-
dent of the European Union. Later, the
President met with participants of the Euro-
pean Union summit in the Oval Office.

In the evening, the President traveled to
New York City. Later, the President and Hil-
lary Clinton traveled to Chappaqua, NY.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Edwin A. Levine to be Assistant
Administrator for the Environmental Infor-
mation and Chief Information Officer of the
Environmental Protection Agency.

The President announced his intention to
designate Charles H. Cole as Chair of the
Advisory Committee to the Pension Benefit
Guaranty Corporation.

The President announced the recess ap-
pointment of James J. Hoecker as a member
of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion.

The President announced the recess ap-
pointment of Susan Ness as a member of the
Federal Communications Commission.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Maj. Gen. James R. Klugh, USA
(Ret.), as a member of the National Veterans
Business Development Corporation.

December 19
In the morning, the President returned to

Washington, DC.
In the afternoon, the President hosted a

‘‘Christmas Story Hour,’’ in which he read
‘‘Twas the Night Before Christmas’’ to a
group of children in the East Room.

December 20
In the afternoon, the President met with

Israeli and Palestinian Middle East peace
process negotiators in the Cabinet Room.

The President announced the appoint-
ment of Julie E. Samuels as Director of the
National Institute of Justice.

The President announced the reappoint-
ment of Marilyn Golden and the appoint-
ment of Soy Williams as members of the Ar-
chitectural and Transportation Barriers
Compliance Board.

December 21
In the morning, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with President Hosni
Mubarak of Egypt concerning the Middle
East peace process. The White House an-
nounced that the President met with local
Muslim leaders honoring the holy month of
Ramadan.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Frank H. Pearl and Mark S. Weiner
to the Board of Trustees of the John F. Ken-
nedy Center for the Performing Arts.

The President announced the recess ap-
pointment of David Z. Plavin as a member
of the Federal Aviation Management Advi-
sory Council.

The President announced the recess ap-
pointment of Arthenia L. Joyner as a member
of the Federal Aviation Management Advi-
sory Council.

The President announced the recess ap-
pointment of Elwood (Elgie) Holstein, Jr.,
as Assistant Secretary for Oceans and Atmos-
phere at the Department of Commerce.

The President announced the recess ap-
pointment of Gregory M. Frazier as Chief
Agricultural Negotiator for the U.S. Trade
Representative.
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The President announced the recess ap-
pointment of Michael V. Dunn as a member
of the Farm Credit Administration Board.

The President announced the recess ap-
pointment of James A. Dorskind as General
Counsel at the Department of Commerce.

The President announced the recess ap-
pointment of James V. Aidala as Assistant Ad-
ministrator for Prevention, Pesticides, and
Toxic Substances at the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency.

The President announced the recess ap-
pointment of Kenneth Lee Smith as Assistant
Secretary for Fish, Wildlife, and Parks at the
Department of the Interior.

The President announced the recess ap-
pointment of Edwin A. Levine as Assistant
Administrator for Environmental Informa-
tion and Chief Information Officer at the En-
vironmental Protection Agency.

December 22
The White House announced that the

President received recommendations from
Interior Secretary Babbitt for designation of
five new national monuments in California,
Montana, and the U.S. Virgin Islands, and
intends to make decisions on those rec-
ommendations in the coming weeks.

The President announced the recess ap-
pointment of Fred P. DuVal as a member
of the Board of Directors of the Inter-Amer-
ican Foundation.

The President announced the recess ap-
pointment of Beth S. Slavet as Chairman of
the Merit Systems Protection Board.

The President announced the recess ap-
pointment of Shibley Telhami as a member
of the Board of Directors of the U.S. Insti-
tute of Peace.

The President announced the recess ap-
pointment of Anita Perez Ferguson as Chair
of the Inter-American Foundation.

The President announced the recess ap-
pointment of George (Buddy) Darden as a
member of the Board of Directors of the
Overseas Private Investment Corporation.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

NOTE: The Congress having adjourned sine die
on Friday, December 15, 2000, no nominations
were submitted to the Senate during the period
covered by this issue.

Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released December 18

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Jake Siewert

Statement by the Press Secretary on the re-
lease of funds from the Low Income Home
Energy Assistance Program

Transcript of a press briefing by National
Economic Council Director Gene Sperling
and NSC Senior Director for European Af-
fairs Antony J. Blinken on the U.S.-EU sum-
mit meeting

Announcement: Highlights of U.S.-EU Co-
operation Under the New Transatlantic
Agenda

Report of the Transatlantic Economic Part-
nership Steering Group to the Meeting of
Trade and Economic Ministers at the U.S.-
EU Summit

Fact sheet: International Crime Threat As-
sessment

Released December 19

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Jake Siewert

Released December 20

Transcript of a press briefing by Health and
Human Services Secretary Donna Shalala,
OMB Deputy Director for Management
Sally Katzen, and Deputy Assistant Secretary
of Health and Human Services for Planning
and Evaluation Gary Claxton on protection
of medical privacy
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*This law was not received in time for publica-
tion in the appropriate issue.

Transcript of a press briefing by Assistant
Press Secretary for Foreign Affairs P.J.
Crowley on the Middle East peace process

Statement by National Security Adviser Sam-
uel Berger on the death of John Lindsay

Released December 21

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Jake Siewert

Statement by the Press Secretary on the
President’s meeting with local Muslim lead-
ers honoring the holy month of Ramadan

Released December 22

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Jake Siewert

Statement by the Press Secretary on the
Archibald Schaffer case

Statement by the Press Secretary on Interior
Secretary Babbitt’s recommendations to des-
ignate five new national monuments in Cali-
fornia, Montana, and the U.S. Virgin Islands

Acts Approved
by the President

Approved December 15 *

H.J. Res. 133 / Public Law 106–543
Making further continuing appropriations for
the fiscal year 2001, and for other purposes

Approved December 19

H.R. 3048 / Public Law 106–544
Presidential Threat Protection Act of 2000

H.R. 4281 / Public Law 106–545
ICCVAM Authorization Act of 2000

H.R. 4640 / Public Law 106–546
DNA Analysis Backlog Elimination Act of
2000

H.R. 4827 / Public Law 106–547
Enhanced Federal Security Act of 2000

S. 1972 / Public Law 106–548
To direct the Secretary of Agriculture to con-
vey to the town of Dolores, Colorado, the
current site of the Joe Rowell Park

S. 2594 / Public Law 106–549
To authorize the Secretary of the Interior to
contract with the Mancos Water Conser-
vancy District to use the Mancos Project fa-
cilities for impounding, storage, diverting,
and carriage of nonproject water for the pur-
pose of irrigation, domestic, municipal, in-
dustrial, and any other beneficial purposes

S. 3137 / Public Law 106–550
James Madison Commemoration Commis-
sion Act

Approved December 20

H.R. 3514 / Public Law 106–551
Chimpanzee Health Improvement, Mainte-
nance, and Protection Act

H.R. 5016 / Public Law 106–552
To redesignate the facility of the United
States Postal Service located at 514 Express
Center Road in Chicago, Illinois, as the ‘‘J.T.
Weeker Service Center’’

Approved December 21

H.R. 4942 / Public Law 106–553
Making appropriations for the government of
the District of Columbia and other activities
chargeable in whole or in part against the
revenues of said District for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2001, and for other
purposes.

H.R. 4577 / Public Law 106–554
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2001

H.R. 2903 / Public Law 106–555
Striped Bass Conservation, Atlantic Coastal
Fisheries Management, and Marine Mammal
Rescue Assistance Act of 2000

H.R. 5210 / Public Law 106–556
To designate the facility of the United States
Postal Service located at 200 South George
Street in York, Pennsylvania, as the ‘‘George
Atlee Goodling Post Office Building’’

H.R. 5461 / Public Law 106–557
Shark Finning Prohibition Act
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S. 439 / Public Law 106–558
To amend the National Forest and Public
Lands of Nevada Enhancement Act of 1988
to adjust the boundary of the Toiyabe Na-
tional Forest, Nevada, and to amend chapter
55 of title 5, United States Code, to authorize
equal overtime pay provisions for all Federal
employees engaged in wildland fire suppres-
sion operations.

S. 1508 / Public Law 106–559
Indian Tribal Justice Technical and Legal As-
sistance Act of 2000

S. 1898 / Public Law 106–560
Interstate Transportation of Dangerous
Criminals Act of 2000

S. 3045 / Public Law 106–561
Paul Coverdell National Forensic Sciences
Improvement Act of 2000
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